AUCHTERARDER & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 29th APRIL 2010
Present:  Michael Benton, David Homewood, Michael Allsop, Jimmy James, Cllr. Ann Gaunt, Cllr. Murray Lyle, and members of the public.

1. Apologies 

Apologies had been received from Marjory Ross and Charles Fitches
2. Local Police Matters
As there were no officers present there was no report on police activities in the area during the last month.

3. Auchterarder & District Community Trust
 Peter Everett, Chairman of the ADCT, gave the following report:-

The Community Trust was established by the Community Council to handle the money coming from the G- West Development and the annual donation from Scottish Power Renewables. Until the end of 2009, the Trust had received a total of £247,000 of which £250,000 was from G-West and the remainder from Scottish Power Renewables. With regard to future income G-West have promised to donate a further £250,000, but the timing of receiving that money is very uncertain. Scottish Power Renewables donate £12,000 per year, increased annually by inflation for 25 years.
There are 5 Trustees – myself, Julia Reid (Treasurer), Andrew Forgie (Secretary), Michael Hally and John Buchan. Andrew was our contact with the Community Council and is retiring sand the Trustees would appreciate the Community Council suggesting one of its members to replace Andrew.

At our first meeting the Trustees decided that, as a guideline, they would aim to award grants totalling the full Scottish Power Renewables donation and the interest on the G-West money received. With current low interest rates this would amount to something over £15,000 per year.

When the Trust stared we had no idea of the number of applications we would receive and how much work would be involved in administering the applications. As a result, we contracted with Perth & Kinross Quality of Life Trust, an off-shoot of PKC, to administer the Trust. The experience with P&K QLT has not been perfect but we have recently agreed to continue the arrangement while we review alternative ways of administering the Trust.

Investing the money in the current financial climate has been a concern. We have appointed an IFA and have had a presentation from Citi Quilter, but we have not gone into the stock market. We have kept the money on deposit in a range of banks with no more than £50,000 in any one institution. The interest rate we have been receiving on our deposits ranges up to 3%.

We have found that there is still a fair amount of work involved in keeping contact with P&K QLT, keeping watch on our various bank accounts and preparing for Trustee meetings. This work has been done by Julia Reid and, to recognise this, the Trustees have agreed to pay her an honorarium as our Treasurer (not as a Trustee) and this is reflected in our accounts.
During the year to end 2009, 10 applications for grants were received and 7 were granted, not necessarily to the full amount applied for. In total an amount of £15,708 has been paid out.

The Trustees meet 3 times per year, the next meeting being on 25th May 2010.

Peter concluded by adding that Scottish Power Renewables wished to ensure that Glendevon gains some benefit from their donations and Michael Allsop indicated that he would ask members of the community for suggested projects that required funding.

David Homewood asked if grants were restricted to only the £15,000 per year as the ALRA would be seeking a larger amount in a future application. Peter Everett indicated that such an application would be given careful consideration, as with all other applications.

David Homewood also asked if it was felt that the Trust had been a success and Peter Everett replied that it was too early to say, but feedback had been a requirement of any grant of money and these reports would be a measure of success. 
4. Appointment of co-optees and Vice-Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary
The Chairman asked if it was acceptable that Peter Carrington-Calvert and Drummond Faichney be co-opted to serve on the Community Council until such time as the next round of elections. This was agreed and they joined the other members at the table.

Michael Benton proposed David Homewood as Vice-Chairman and Jimmy James seconded.

Michael Benton proposed Peter Carrington-Calvert as Treasurer and David Homewood seconded.

5. Matters arising from the AGM and handover to the new Council
(a) Division of labour

Peter Carrington-Calvert will become the Community Council representative on the A&DCT.

David Homewood will be the person dealing with TAYplan and co-ordinating responses.

(b) Parking

David Homewood is establishing a small working group to look at possible solutions to the parking problems in Auchterarder and has secured the support of Cllr. Ann Gaunt, Maureen Duncan (The Tearoom), Drummond Faichney (Residents Association), Alan Mickel (resident), Maggie Robin (Bear Necessities) and Bill Robertson (Apparel Menswear). A letter is being sent out to these people along with a briefing paper to stimulate discussion and ideas.

The Community Council was in agreement with proceeding with this working group and looks forward to the outcomes of their discussions.

(c) Access to Gleneagles Station

The Chairman indicated that several people had spoken to him regarding the anomalies surrounding road safety and this junction of the A9 and he will seek further information before bringing the matter before the Community Council.

6. Minutes of the meeting of 25th March 2008
These were agreed and signed.
7. Matters Arising from the Minutes
(a) Auchterarder Expansion Framework – Nothing to report at this time.
(b) GWest –Nothing to report at this time.
(c) Aytoun Hall/ALRA 
David Homewood gave the following report:-

The final tally on the income from the ALRA’s Coffee Morning and ‘Good as New’ Sale just topped the £2,000 mark. Fantastic! Nobody could have anticipated such a terrific response, although we know from past experience that there are some very generous residents that stay around and about. A big ‘thank you’ must go to our principal organisers, Norma Adam and Betty Murchie. Also, sincere thanks to the team of helpers from the various clubs and associations that support the Aytoun Hall project, who always so readily volunteer their services, and who worked so hard to ensure a successful outcome. Those who attended the Coffee Morning will acknowledge that there was present a collective enjoyment in being there. Auchterarder certainly enjoys its coffee mornings. One visitor raised a chuckle when overheard to say, “It’s very crowded in here. Why don’t you have your events in the Aytoun Hall?” The ‘Good as New’ Sale seemed to be a popular venture and there have been requests from some quarters to repeat the effort later in the year. This might be possible during the autumn months, but perhaps during a series of three weekdays.

The first site meeting took place between Mansell Construction and PKC on 31st March. Feedback from the project managers and architects was positive. The demolition phase is now in full swing and to date, perhaps surprisingly, no major structural problems (fingers crossed) have come to light. Work during the first few weeks of site occupation covered:-

Site preparation.

Mechanical and electrical soft stripping.

Asbestos clearance.

Joinery work.

Erection of internal scaffolding.

Roof slate preservation.

The ALRA Management Committee is working with the Project Management team to procure an inventory for the Aytoun Hall complex. The approach taken is to work with PKC’s suppliers to identify suitable furniture and equipment. At least two firms have been requested to provide furniture plans for each area of the building. Whilst the ARLA does not as yet have a definitive cost for the new inventory, we do know that we are going to have to raise around £27,000 during this calendar year to pay for it, so if there are any prospective benefactors out there, now is the time to step up to the plate.

Discussions continue with Council officers regarding the future management of the Aytoun Hall. There is more going on in this area of the project than people will realise. A good working relationship has been developed between the ALRA and PKC; the ‘community engagement’ is amicable, but robust. An ongoing concern of the ALRA’s is getting a booking system and an agreed tariff in operation by the end of June. There are other issues that tax the mind such a ‘inventory accounting’ and ‘hall security’.

The Auchterarder & District Local History Association (ADLHA) has proposed that a permanent heritage display be established in the refurbished Aytoun Hall; it would contribute to the economic advantages of attracting heritage tourism into the town. The Association envisages a display comprising up to 10 A1 panel displays, a blown-up version of the Auchterarder Heritage Map, welcoming signage and possibly two small built-in display cabinets. The display would be located to the left side of the ground floor Reception area and the Girnal House section of the new Gallery that will front the building. The ALRA Management Committee endorsed the proposal at its last business meeting, with the caveat that the ADLHA funds, arranges the installation of and maintains the display. Details about the display content and design have yet to be presented, but the principle has been endorsed providing the Gallery retains its capacity to serve as a multi-purpose area. 

The ALRA’s AGM will be held at the United Free Church on Wednesday 9th June commencing at 7.30pm. Everyone residing in Postcode PH3 is, under the ALRA’s constitution, a de facto member of the Association and entitled to vote at the AGM. If anyone wishes to put their name forward to sit on the ALRA Management Committee, a nomination paper may be obtained by telephoning 663049.

Look out for the ALRA stalls at the Lang Toon in June Saturday Fair in the school square on 19th June.

(d) Findo Gask

Jimmy James reported that a number of residents are interested in adopting the telephone kiosk and that he had arranged for them to contact the person in PKC dealing with this matter.

(e) Glendevon

Michael Allsop reported that the speed limit was still an issue in the village and sheep on the road made matters worse. Signage would be helpful but speed restrictions were still the final answer to this problem.

(f) Aberuthven
Charles Fitches had provided the Chairman with his comments as follows:-
Roads – no traffic calming developments at Auchterarder end of village where traffic is still too fast suggests warning strips or speed indicator.

Red Row – slow sales of houses are resulting in delays to providing the play area and there had been no response regarding assistance with improvements to the village hall.

Notice Boards would be of benefit to the village and he wonders who would fund these. The A&DCT was suggested.

Badminton is being started up in the village hall and there is still hope that a Bloom Committee will be established.

(g) Youth Affairs – Jacqueline Walsh and a representative from the YMCA will be attending the May meeting to explain the progress in providing youth facilities in the town.
(h) Environmental Matters

David Homewood reported on the Auchterarder Bloom Association as follows:-

The Bloom Association is now well established with Murray Adamson at the helm. The committee has met on a number of occasions since February. Grant applications have been submitted to the Grants Direct office for an annual administration grant and for the purchase of tubs and a polytunnel.

St. Margaret’s Health Centre has agreed to let the Bloom Association use the redundant hospital garden. Plants for tubs have been ordered from the Council nursery. The Roads Department has met with the Bloom Association to advise on the appropriate placement of flower tubs.

Businesses in Auchterarder have or are in the process of being contacted about sponsorship and participation in the PKC hanging basket scheme.

The Association has led an initiative to have street benches refurbished by the Justice Department workshop, which explains the mysterious disappearances of benches in the High Street.

(i)Planning/Road/Rail
Gleneagles Station - A Model Railway Club has lodged a planning application for a change of use of some of the redundant buildings to act as a centre for their activities. This was thought to be a very good idea as it would ensure a more regular presence around the station.
TAYplan – David Homewood reported on the draft Major Issues Report (MIR) that was made available for comment on 12th April. The consultation period runs until 2nd July. This report can be accessed at

 www.taypplan-spda.gov.uk and individuals need to register and log in at the website portal.

The CC is registered under David Homewood’s email address.

A series of Public Information Events have been scheduled – Crieff on 5th May and the AK Bell Library on 20th May. There are other venues and it is recommended that members of the CC attend one of these vents.

Comments on the MIR have been drafted. It is important that each members of the CC has the opportunity to comment on the return that will be compiled on behalf of the Community Council. The draft response can be disseminated by email

 To be matched up with the website.

8. Correspondence
Nothing of any significance.
9. Ward 7 Councillors’ Information
Neither Councillor had any items to bring before the Community Council.
10. A.O.C.B.
Peter Carrington-Calvert indicated that thanks were due for the very speedy action taken to eliminate the slight trench opposite the entrance to Coll Earn.
David Homewood reported that outside 61 High Street there had been some road signs covering some damage to the pavement area and that these had been there for some time. Cllr. Ann Gaunt said she would report the matter to the relevant officer.

11. Date of next meeting – Thursday 27th May at 7.00pm in the Board Room, Community School of Auchterarder
