AUCHTERARDER & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 27th MAY 2010
Present:  Michael Benton, David Homewood, Michael Allsop, Jimmy James, Marjory Ross, Charles Fitches, Drummond Faichney, Peter Carrington-Calvert, Cllr. Tom Gray and members of the public.

1. Apologies 

Apologies had been received from Cllr. Murray Lyle and Cllr. Ann Gaunt
2. Local Police Matters
Constable Jason Salisbury was present and highlighted the following:-
Vandalism – There had been several incidents involving a car, property and road signs on the A9. The A9 incident was detected very quickly and the persons, who came from out of this area, were apprehended. The cost of the damage to the signs is approximately £6,000.

Drugs Initiatives – There have been recent visits to public houses in the area with a ‘drug’ dog being used extensively. No drugs were found during these searches.

Speed Checks – Many locals complain about the speed of vehicles on our roads but it is worth noting that speed checks invariably catch local people speeding in their own town.

Foot and Cycle Patrols – These have been increased recently and appear to be deterring some criminality.

The Chairman asked about the precise nature of Valiant Checks and Jason was able to explain that the Police do not require a reason to stop any vehicle but use Valiant Checks to find out who is driving on our roads at various times of the day and night. This is frequently an intelligence gathering operation but also catches those who have no driving licence, insurance or MOT.

David Homewood asked about the ‘rumours’ that there had been drugs raids in the area but Jason reported that these were not carried out by local officers and would have been led by specialists in Tayside Police and led by intelligence. It is always worth remembering that Auchterarder lies on the main arterial route from the south to the north and drugs will, inevitably, be transported along the A9.
Charles Fitches expressed the thanks of Aberuthven residents for the speedy resolution of the vandalism around the church.
A question was asked about ‘Conditional Offers’ and Jason explained that this was an on-the-spot offer that the offender could accept and that required the payment of a fine within 28 days. Failure to pay would result in a higher fine and a Court appearance with the possibility of other sanctions.

3. Jacqueline Walsh, PKC Senior Community Capacity Building Worker
             Jacqueline introduced AJ McLean of the YMCA who is assisting her with the Street Live project that is designed to engage with those young people who do not belong to any local organisations and who tend to hang around the area of the Co-op. This is seen as partnership work and many links have been made with local people and businesses, including some possible sponsors, Chris White from the Parish Church and Debbie Kane. For the first few weeks the priority will be to meet as many young people as possible and determine what they would like to do in Auchterarder. The project will be highlighted at the Lang Toon in June and at an Open Evening on 29th June, from 7pm to 9pm. It is hoped that the Mobile Youth Cafe will be available for both these events and all members of the public are welcome to attend. This idea has stimulated a lot of interest among the young people who have been spoken to so far but will need considerable work and regular funding to maintain in the future. The other aim is to find and train volunteers who will continue to work with the young people after the project has become established. Another area of interest has been the use of laptop computers to stimulate the young people to tell their stories about the lack of facilities for them in the area. This may be easily expanded to allow short video clips by the young people.

             The Chairman thanked Jacqueline and AJ for their presentation and expressed his thanks that something was being done to engage with the young people of the area and looked forward to the outcomes.

4. Appointment of co-optee
The Chairman proposed that Chris McCrosson be co-opted onto the Community Council and Charles Fitches seconded this proposal. 
5. Minutes of the meeting of 29th April 2010
These had been circulated to all members and were agreed and signed.

6. Matters Arising from the Minutes
(a) Division of labour

A list was distributed to the members of the Community Council, showing the various areas of activity that the members had taken responsibility for and Chris McCrosson indicated that he would gladly become involved in Youth Work, School links, Children’s Play Areas, Sports Facilities and the Lang Toon in June.

(b) Parking

David Homewood gave an update of the Parking Working Group (PWG) as follows:-
First meeting is scheduled for 5.30pm on 28th May

A letter of support has been received from Gordon Banks MP, who has recently been involved with PKC and Mr. Alan Mickel about the inadequacy of off-road parking in the town.
Contact has been made with Frank Will, PKC Roads Department, to inform him of the establishment of the PWG.

Cllr. Ann Gaunt has agreed to facilitate a meeting in due course with relevant PKC officers.

The first draft of the \Parking Options Paper has been circulated to PWG members.

A consultation with businesses is currently ongoing under the direction of Maggie Robin.

The next step, after the forthcoming PWG meeting, will be to strengthen the Options Paper by expanding the options and by using the business consultation returns to explain the impact of parking charges and time limits on the High Street.

The Community Council is reminded that the aim of the PWG is to engage with PKC to encourage the production of a Parking Development Plan for Auchterarder.

The PWG is not working to a timeframe, although it is understood that PKC intends to carry out a roads survey later in the year.

(c) Aytoun Hall/ALRA Update
David Homewood gave the following report:-

The demolition phase of the Aytoun Hall refurbishment has gone on at a good pace during the past month. The Girnal House roof has been removed and particular attention, more so than expected, has had to be given to the stonework in the building; much of it had dried out and crumbled since it was built in the 1830s. New steel beams have been delivered and are awaiting placement. The Aytoun Hall floor has been removed. Once electrical casting has been completed, there will be a concrete pour into the base and a new floor fitted. Project Management reports that the project is on schedule, with no major ‘skeletons in the cupboard’ discovered to date.

The ALRA is currently working with Council officers to finalise the new inventory buy for the refurbished building. It is hoped that by the time this month’s CNM has been published a meeting will have taken place with the PKC Grants Direct office to gain direction on grant applications. It is estimated that the inventory will cost in the region of £50,000. With the ALRA having raised £23,000 to date, a further £27,000 will be needed from various grants sources.

On the 25th May, the Chairman, the Vice Chairman of the ALRA and myself met with the PKC officers, CE of PKL and the Head Teacher of the CS of A to scope the feasibility of introducing a new management structure for the Aytoun Hall. The reality of operating a refurbished Aytoun Hall will dictate changes in various operating procedures, but it is evident that PKC is strongly encouraging the Auchterarder community to play a significant role in financial and operational management of the building. The ALRA finds itself at a crossroads and must consider how best to proceed. From next month, the ALRA will be involved in working up a draft Management Agreement with other stakeholder organisations for the future operation of the building. Consideration is now being given to what the ALRA can commit to in a future management structure. Now is the time perhaps to revisit the ALRA’s Vision Paper and for the Community Council to consider how best to proceed in working towards establishing a Community Development Trust or an Aytoun Hall Management Committee. To do nothing is not an option that will underpin the future of the Aytoun Hall as a valuable asset in the community. The ALRA can fill the gap in the short term, but not necessarily in the long term. This issue needs careful consideration.
There have been many requests from members of the community for the ALRA to run another Coffee Morning and Sale. It is hoped that this will be possible in the autumn. Meanwhile, please come along to the ALRA’s AGM on Wednesday 9th June at the United Free Church at 7.30pm.  A cup of tea/coffee will be available afterwards. Everyone residing in Postcode PH3 is, under the terms of the ALRA’s constitution, a de facto member of the association and entitled to vote at the AGM.

The Chairman commended the great work of the ALRA and its supporters and indicated that he felt very strongly that a local contact was essential for hall bookings and the community must lead the way into the new management structure to support the Aytoun Hall. 
(d) Aberuthven
Charles Fitches gave the following report:-

Interest shown in a Village in Bloom organisation for next year and Susan White from PKC explained how it can be organised and how PKC can assist.

Several teenagers attended and asked for some form of shelter for rainy days – there is nowhere at present where they can meet. This would tend to prevent possible vandalism and misbehaviour by some.

Road Safety – Speeding still an issue – ask again for speed humps and solar powered sign at each end of the village – some drivers still speeding past the school when children are exiting (despite 20mph limit).
Bus Stops – one on each side of the road at Perth end of village required.

Lack of adequate recreational area for young people. With two new build development there are now an extra 45 children in the village. Present park spoiled by much dog soiling (more bins for dog soil are required). Dog-stopping grill required at entrance gate, fence to be made serviceable, drainage and levelling of park necessary to make this a safe and pleasant place for children.

Large refuse bins at bottom of Menieburn Road are often found dangerously on road edge – a small enclosure would prevent this.

A salt bin for Menieburn Road is requested before next winter.

Road sign for Stirling at north exit to the A9 has not been replaced since the recent roadworks.

Several road drains require \attention – particularly opposite Loanfoot Park.

A litter-pick of the village has been planned for 27th June.

Redrow have promised a modest contribution towards the Village Hall refurbishment. 

(e) Glendevon

Michael Allsop reported some speed reduction strategies would not be applicable as there were too few house frontages onto the road through the village.

Sheep were still appearing on the road but he had now resolved not to ‘moan’ about them as they formed an effective traffic calming solution to the speeding traffic.

There is to be a meeting about the quarry continuation on 2nd July in the Church between 4.30pm and 7.30pm. This has been arranged by the quarry owners to inform residents of their intentions to extract more material for the Burnfoot Wind Farm and other projects.

(f) Findo Gask
Jimmy James reported that all was peace and quiet in the area. With regard to the Telephone Kiosk ‘adoption’ he had passed on all the information to those interested person and awaited their responses.

(g) Trinity Gask

Nothing to report.

(h) Youth Affairs

Already addressed earlier in meeting.

(i) Environmental Matters

David Homewood reported on the Auchterarder Bloom Association as follows:-

This organisation has been awarded a grant from the Auchterarder Common Good Fund to go towards the cost of purchasing tubs and a polytunnel.

Plants have been delivered from the Council’s nursery for planting out.

Tubs will be placed around the town during the first week of June and sufficient compost purchased to fill them. The compost that was to have been supplied by PKC is apparently polluted.
Planting out is scheduled to take place on Sunday 6th June.

Peter Carrington-Calvert reported on the work being carried out on the Provost Walk, indicating that the first phase was now being completed and that the next phase would start soon. There were some problems with gradients in certain locations and this made them unsuitable for wheelchairs. There was also work being carried out in the Public Park.

A members of the public indicated that the Oak Walk and The Avenue were still restricted by fallen trees and limbs and Peter Carrington-Calvert indicated that he would pursue this matter. 

(j)Planning/Road/Rail
TAYplan Update
David Homewood reported that the draft Major Issues Report (MIR) consultation period runs until 2nd July.

The A & DCC draft comments on the MIR that have been circulated were discussed with TAYplan staff at the information event held at the AK Bell Library on 20th May. The draft is the type of response being sought.
Comments from members of the Community Council now need to be collated and the response to the consultation submitted.

Are there any remaining points to be discussed?

The PKC Local Development Plan (LDP) MIR will be issued for consultation in November.

The timetable for these ‘plans’ is:-

May/June 2011 – TAYplan proposals issued for consultation.

January 2012 – Final TAYplan to Ministers for ratification. Effective 2013.

May/June 2012 – PKC Local Development Plan proposals issued for consultation.

LDP follows in footsteps of TAYplan to come into effect in 2014.

7. Correspondence
A letter from a local resident decrying the lack of foresight that a link has not been formed between the Loaninghead Junction and Gleneagles Station to allow safe access and exit for all users. The current junction is too dangerous for many drivers to use and this is restricting the use of the rail network. Cllr. Tom Gray indicated that he will investigate this matter and report back.
Failed Appeal for Second Pharmacy in Auchterarder – Many emails had been received about his matter, including one from the Alan Gordon, MD of Davidsons, indicating that he would be happy to attend a future CC meeting. The Chairman will pursue this matter.

Auchterarder Horticultural Society request for the annual financial support for the CC prizes. This was agreed.

School Awards Ceremony – David Homewood is already attending and will wear his CC ‘hat’ as well as that of the ALRA.

PKC Licensing Committee – 125 High Street licence granted for wines, etc.

Laura Maddison of John Bayne & Sons had written to inform the CC of the temporary location where this business was no operating due to the refusal of retrospective planning permission to operate from Caerlaverock, by Muthill. 

Perthshire Positive Action Awards 2010 – Perhaps the CC will propose ALRA next year!

PKC Waste Awareness – Various bits of paper when one would have sufficed! Does the CC want to hear about re-useable nappies? More recycling information?

Cycle Racks- Any locations where these might be useful? PKC has a surplus for some reason.

8. Ward 7 Councillors’ Information
Cllr. Ann Gaunt had sent an email to the Chairman with the following information:-
Enterprise & Infrastructure Committee – 30mph for Glendevon approved as well as 20mph for Auchterarder (outside the Aytoun Hall) but both will take some time to become a reality.
Roads – Deficit for roads repairs.

Airlie Court, Muirton – Some residents have objected to the proposed closure to ‘through’ traffic as it would make travel difficult in one direction or the other. It would now appear that other solutions will have to be found for the problem of inappropriate HGV use of this road – possibly a narrowing at both ends to prevent access.

10. A.O.C.B.
Peter Carrington-Calvert hoped that our local news reporter from the Strathallan News, Henry Ainslie, would be successful in his marathon run.
Peter Carrington-Calvert reported that there was a pothole by the lower Chip Shop that needed attention.

Chris McCrosson stated that the slip-road off the A9 onto Western Road was very rough and some repairs were urgently needed.

David Homewood had been approached by some residents from Hunter Street about the lack of progress in replacing the hedge at Stewart Milne’s Yard. There was some doubt about whether this was to be a fence or a hedge and whether planning permission might be required for a fence. This matter will be pursued.

A comment was made about the new website for auchterarderonline and that it did not contain much information. David Homewood indicated that he would take this matter up. 

11. Date of next meeting – Thursday 24th June at 7.00pm in the Board Room, Community School of Auchterarder
