AUCHTERARDER & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTE OF THE MEETING OF 24th JUNE 2010

Members attending: Michael Benton, David Homewood, Peter Carrington Calvert, Marjory Ross, Charles Fitches, Drummond Faichney, Chris McCrosson, Michael Allsop, Councillor Tom Gray and members of the public

1. Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received from Jimmy James, Councillor Anne Gaunt and Colin Young

2. Local Police Matters

Constables Craig McLeod and Jen Wilson were present and reported that there were no major issues since the last meeting. At this point they apologised and left to respond to an RTC on the A9.

3. Minutes of the meeting of 27th May 2010

One alteration was requested to note that 'John Bayne is now operating from Inveralmond Industrial Estate'. These were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting of 25th January.

(a) Street Live – Following the presentation at the last meeting it was confirmed that the Open Evening is being held on Tuesday 29th June from 7pm to 9pm in the Community Church Centre, Auchterarder. This event is open to everyone in the community and a flier has been produced and distributed in the town. Chris McCrosson met with Jacqueline Walsh to establish the Planning Group and they hope to start work after the summer. He also met with Barbara Boyd, Head Teacher of the Community School of Auchterarder, who is keen to liase with the Community Council to enhance relationships between the school and the community.

(b) Parking Working Group (PWG) – The first informal meeting of the PWG took place on 28th May during which the various options to extend off-road parking were identified. This will result in an amplification of the draft previously circulated to the Community Council members.

The consultation with businesses in the town has been extended to capture as many views on aspects of the parking issue as possible. To-date, 31 businesses have responded, indicating their opposition to parking charges and time limits in the High Street. These responses will be consolidated in an annexure to the options paper.

When finalised, the PWG effort will be circulated to the members of the Community Council before the paper is submitted to PKC.

The PWG will seek advice from Ward 7 Councillors on how best to proceed in engaging with the appropriate Council officers.

(c) Aytoun Hall/ ALRA Update – David Homewood gave the following report:-      

Mansell Construction continues the refurbishment of the Aytoun Hall complex at a good pace. There is little slippage in the project's timetable. Plumbing pipes have now been laid and the Plant Room is populated with new distribution boards and electrical fittings, etc. The concrete pour into the base of the Aytoun Hall has been completed. The ground floor 'special needs' WC is now taking shape as are the two small rooms at the Library end of the Institute. There will be disabled toilets on the first floor too, and wheelchair access to all areas of the building.

Scottish & Southern Energy have given notice that they will need to dig up Chapel Wynd to lay new service utilities to the building. This work will take place on 5th July for two weeks. A diversion will be put in place through the school. Library services have been informed. Letters to owner/occupiers in Chapel Wynd were issued on 22nd June.

Some time ago the ALRA requested the Council to delete furniture, fixtures and fittings from its estimates in the Aytoun Hall refurbishment project so as to stretch the budget to cover as much infrastructure work as possible. We have, on behalf of the community, agreed to raise enough money to buy a new inventory suitable for its new interior. The final estimate for this is £69,369. Although it is a good deal more than previously 'guesstimated', the Management Committee is not deterred. It has followed the advice of the Perth & Kinross Grants Direct office and submitted application forms that will be directed to appropriate grant sources. To-date, the ALRA has gathered a total of £23,000 from its fundraising activities, which includes donations from clubs and individuals. This makes us dependent upon grant sources to provide £46,369. If the money is not in place in time to purchase a new inventory for the building's opening, then the Aytoun Hall will open anyway and the ALRA will continue to fundraise and but what is required.

For those who are interested in the ALRA's activities, but did not attend the AGM on 9th June, I have a couple of copies of the Convener's Annual Report for the year to 31st March 2010 with me.

(d) Aberuthven – Charles Fitches reported as follows:-

The Bloom Committee has now been formed and decided on the name as 'Aberuthven Ablaze'. The ground behind the War Memorial is to be cleared and new plants put in place on Saturday of this week.

Village Hall – Colin Murchison of Redrow will help with the refurbishment of the kitchen.

Traffic – Police evident more often and noticeable to locals and through traffic.

Speed Sign – Hope to  have this available 1 month out of every 6 at south end of village. A letter had been received from a resident mentioning concerns about speeding traffic in the village.

Litter Pick – This will take place on Sunday 27th June.

(e) Glendevon – Michael Allsop reported as follows:-

There will be a meeting on 2nd July with representatives of the company involved in the quarry planning application at which there will be information boards to display various aspects of this proposal. There is a  bit of concern in the Glen about this matter and these relate to it being a very large area of ground to be excavated in one year, a considerable increase in traffic from heavy lorries and the extended life of the quarry (Condition 3 of the planning consent).

There are also concerns about the possibilities of a water shortage as the reservoirs are very low.

(f) Findo Gask – No issues

(g) Trinity Gask – No issues

(h) Environmental Matters – Floral tubs in the High Street have made a great difference to the appearance of the town. PKC is putting up hanging baskets in the 2nd week in July. The Rotary Club of Auchterarder & District will try to link up with the Bloom Committee.

(i) Planning/Road/Rail

TAYplan Main Issues Report consultation ending on 2nd July– David Homewood reported that he had no further comments from members of the Community Council so, therefore, everyone was assumed to be content with the draft submission. There was a move to exclude such matters as affordable housing and minerals in the hierarchical plan and this was a concern for TAYplan officers as such matters might delay the completion of the plan. As regards Auchterarder, it appears that most services could cope with a population of 10,000 while the expected population would be likely to just exceed 8,000 (double the level in 2001). This might move Auchterarder from Tier 3 to Tier 2 but the criteria for such a change are unknown at the present time. The item regarding the nuclear power station will be deleted as it was only included to stimulate some debate.

(j) Access to Gleneagles Station 

Michael Benton had received some letters from local residents, strongly suggesting that the time to improve this access was while the Loaninghead Junction improvements were being carried out. Following the article in the Strathallan News the general consensus was that something should have been done years ago. Michael Benton will start a 'pressure group' to get this matter firmly on the agenda before the 800 new houses are completed in Auchterarder and before the Level 2 Tier TAYplan and Local Plan completion as both of these documents take into account transport and infrastructure. Gleneagles has a flourishing station that does not need improvement – just better access.

(k) Failed Appeal for Second Pharmacy in Auchterarder

This matter still grumbles on and several letters have been received, including one from Alan Gordon, Managing Director of Davidsons. It was agreed to ask him to come and speak to the Community Council in September or October. Any further letters of concern from local residents should be addressed to the relevant NHS Committee and the Chairman indicated that he would provide members of the Community Council with the contact details.

(l) Muirton

There is a proposal to narrow the entrance to this road to deter large vehicles from using it as a 'through-route' between Orchil Road and the Crieff – Dunfermline road. An email had been received from Cllr. Anne Gaunt indicating that she had not yet arranged a meeting for Ward 7 Councillors and PKC Roads officers. It was also indicated that if such a suggestion for narrowing the road was successful then a turning point would be required for the refuse collection vehicles.

Local residents indicated that there had been 3 objectors to the proposal and that this matter had started to be a problem many years ago. They asked about the 'traffic count' information that was promised and the Community Council will take this matter up with the Councillors and PKC. The Police had indicated that they were powerless to prevent vehicles using this section of road as there were no formal restrictions. The Community Council will support the residents but felt that first a formal 'action group' of residents should be formed and proposals clearly documented so as to add weight to the proceedings and get this matter on the agenda with PKC.

(m) Any other business not listed

Members who attended reported that the Community School of Auchterarder Awards Ceremony had been very well attended and had  been an excellent showcase for the pupils and  staff at the school.

David Homewood indicated that the new ‘auchterarderonline’ website required individuals and organisations to register in order to submit material.

5. Correspondence

(a) Brenda Lackie of PKC Team Leader for Community Councils has written indicating the proposals to discuss a revised model constitution, a code of conduct and standing orders. A representative from the Community Council will attend the meeting for our Ward at a date to be arranged. One of the implications of the proposed changes would be the ability to co-opt an additional member onto the Community Council.

(b) Fair Trade Vending Scotland

Free cold drink and snack machines – may not be applicable to the Community Council.

(c) Auchterarder Common Good Fund

The meeting on Wednesday 30th June will consider applications from the ALRA and Auchterarder & District local History Association.

(d) Tayside Fire & Rescue

Annual Performance Report and Action Plan.

6. Ward 7 Councillors' Reports

Councillor Tom Gray had nothing to report to the meeting.

7. AOCB

(a) Chris McCrosson indicated that, following his discussion with Barbara Boyd of the Community School of Auchterarder, he had wondered if there was any scope for the Community Council to promote and 'award' for some initiative that improved the quality of life in the community and that could be given each year to the best idea. This would help engage with these young people and draw out from them a range of ideas about what young people might like to see in their community. The Chairman asked if Chris McCrosson could put his thoughts down on an email and send them through for consideration.

(b) Drummond Faichney reported that there were four houses in Glenburn Road with no runways for car parking. If the proposal was to use part of Jonny Muir's Park for parking then these cars would cause problems for drivers trying to access this location. David Homewood indicated that this would be included in the work of the PWG.

(c) Marjory Ross reported that there were no copies of the February or March Community Council Minutes in the Library.

(d) Marjory Ross also asked about the wind turbine in Aberuthven at Aitken's Yard and how this had appeared so quickly on this site. Charles Fitches indicated that he also received comments about the appearance of this structure and it was being followed up with PKC.

(e) David Homewood reported that some of the Provost Walk was overgrown below the Recycling Centre and as far along the route as the old Poor House.   The matter had been raised with the PKC Access Officer

(f) David Homewood then asked about the planning permission being sought for the replacement of the hedge that had been removed by the Milne Group in Hunter Street. It appeared that a fence was to be erected in its place but that this matter was in the hands of PKC Planning Department at this time.

(g) Chris McCrosson reported that on the 26th June Oxfam will be presenting a 5 years update on the 2005 G8 Summit. This is being held in the Community Church Centre.

(h) Peter Carrington Calvert reported that the fallen branches in The Avenue had disappeared and a member of the public indicated that this work had been carried out by David Murray, and that thanks were due to him for this excellent voluntary work.

(i) Thanks were expressed to Cllr. Tom Gray for arranging the cutting back the hedge at Cairn Lodge House Hotel.

8. Date and time of next meeting – Thursday 30th September at 7pm in the Board Room of the Community School of Auchterarder.

