AUCHTERARDER & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTE OF THE MEETING OF 27th JANUARY 2011

Members attending: Michael Benton, David Homewood, Drummond Faichney, Michael Allsop, Peter Carrington-Calvert, Marjory Ross, Jimmy James, Councillor Tom Gray and members of the public.

1. Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received from Chris McCrosson, Charles Fitches, Councillor Ann Gaunt and Councillor Murray Lyle

2. Local Police Report

Constables Matt Henry and Tonya Garland

Since the last CC meeting there had been 1 serious assault and a female had been arrested for this offence and there had been several noise complaints during the festive season. Tayside Police had run their Home Safe Campaign during this period with more officers available to assist at critical times and the campaign had been successful throughout the area.

There has been the usual increase in housebreakings during the longer nights but these have been in the Braco and Blackford areas so far. Householders were urged to ensure that their security was in place as the winter was not over yet.

Fuel thefts have been on the increase with the thieves following the delivery tankers to find the most suitable locations. The owners of these tankers have been contacted and their drivers made aware that they might be followed and to report any suspicious vehicles.

Gleneagles Station pedestrian links – there do not appear to be any safety reasons for buses not visiting Gleneagles Station and the Head of Road Policing has looked at the entrance and does not consider it to be dangerous. PC Henry suggested that the CC contact the Accident Investigation & Prevention Team at BEAR Scotland and Perth & Kinross Council Public Transport to learn more about the absence of bus provision.

Aytoun Hall as a gathering point for youths at lunchtime – Tayside Police is working with the C S of A to try and prevent such gatherings taking place. It appears that there are 4 or 5 young people, who have been identified and who have left school, who are the attraction for school pupils meeting at this location. The Police do have powers to move them on if they are causing an obstruction, are abusive or they drop litter. This week 1 youth had been issued a Fixed Penalty Notice for his inappropriate behaviour - £30 fine to be paid within 28 days or he will have to appear in Court. The C S of A can 'ban' pupils from gathering in this area and may proceed with this option if the problem persists.

A question was asked about cars driving with large amounts of snow on their roofs and PC Henry indicated that some drivers had been stopped and told to remove such material as it can slide down the windscreen and obstruct the driver's view. Police in Perth had acted in a similar way during the period of heavy snowfall.

3. Minutes of the meeting of 25th November 2010

These were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes.

(a) Parking Working Group update

The November update mentioned that Roads Department officers were not able to meet with the PWG until later this month. Owing to the bad weather, the availability of people and other events, the meeting has not yet taken place. The fact that Cllr. Ann Gaunt has been incapacitated with a broken leg has, to some extent, delayed other avenues of discussion about 'Development Planning' and Auchterarder's infrastructure capability, which embraces the parking issue.

Two dates in February have been offered to the Roads Department to meet with the PWG here in the town. The aim will be to discuss with the PWG costs of options suggested, land ownership verification and the stance of various owners.

(b) ALRA Aytoun Hall update

David Homewood gave the following report:

Feedback from the Aytoun Hall orientation tours that took place earlier in the month has been very positive, people have like what they have seen, which is reassuring for the ALRA Management Committee, the architect and PKC’s Project Management team. Just under 300 people took the opportunity to view the refurbished building and we have had lots of good suggestions to work on. At the next ALRA Management Committee meeting, consideration will be given to further orientation tours if time and costs permit.

When the building was handed over from Mansell Construction to the Council, the Clerk of Works noted about 200 ‘snags’, little things that needed to be put right.  Fire, Risk Assessment and Health and Safety checks have produced a number of necessary adjustments too.  In addition, both Live Active Leisure (LAL), who have the responsibility for operating the building at present, and the ALRA have identified about 60 things that still need to be done.  These jobs range from making good any poor finishing, adjusting or relocating fixtures and fittings, buying in equipment that has been overlooked and the many small management tasks that are necessary, like sorting out keys and operating manuals for the new installations.  The ALRA assessment is that it will take at least 6 months of operating and using the building before everything is set up and running smoothly.

There are still some major matters to sort out and decisions to be made.  A new, stage that is flexible and can be moved about the Aytoun Hall, and which packs away when not being used, still has to be procured.  There is also a contract that has been placed for the renovation of the heritage furniture in the Council Chamber.  It is likely to be some months before the task is completed and all the furniture has been returned to its home.

A storage plan has still to be worked out, but this cannot be done until all the new furniture has arrived and unwanted items returned to the building from store have been disposed of.  On this last point, the agreement of various owners is needed before disposal can be effected and space freed up.

The notice board on the pavement outside the Aytoun Hall has been erected as part of the Aytoun Hall refurbishment project.  It is for the use of local groups, clubs, associations and Council services to notify the community about forthcoming events and important information.  How the management of the notice board is to be operated has yet to be established, but the ALRA currently holds a key and will place notices on request until further notice.  The contact number is 01764 663049.

Discussions between the ALRA, PKC and LAL continue about future management of the building.  The ALRA has proposed a 2½-year management plan that progresses towards a ‘management partnership enterprise’ and a means of capturing financial data on which to base informed decisions about the development of the facility.  It is the ALRA’s view that unless the present management ethos changes to a more ‘hands-on’ approach and active marketing, the building is unlikely to ever become a viable concern.  It will be interesting to see if the Council is able to respond to the ALRA’s proposals in these difficult times for local authorities.  The Aytoun Hall project is at a point when a ‘spend to save’ decision is required by PKC. 

On the fund raising front, the ALRA will be organsising a Good as New Sale and Coffee Morning on Saturday 26th March. Tea and coffee will be served from 10am to 3pm during the event. Please note the date in your diary and come along. The ALRA will persist with its fundraising activities because it considers that there will be a need to continue to fund improvements in the refurbished building and in due course to replace items purchased in the new inventory.

(c) Lunchtime youth problems outside the Aytoun Hall

The ALRA raised this matter with the local Police, and the C S of A has been very concerned that some pupils were being led astray by older youths gathering around the entrance to the Aytoun Hall and in Chapel Wynd. These older youths are known to the Police and all agencies are working together to resolve the problem.

5. District Matters

Aberuthven – Charles Fitches reported as follows:-

Concerns expressed by villagers to the MIR proposals for more housing in Aberuthven 

That the proposed housing was sited on the flood plain

Village school almost fully subscribed at present (recent new builds will contribute further to the problem as infants grow)

Auchterarder Health Centre currently has capacity for 10000 patients - with the total proposed housing stock (600 - 800) it will not be able to cope - also St Margarets hospital 

No provision made for recreation for all ages.

Insufficient parking provision.

Policing of the village - with recent vandalism problems there exists the possibility of an increase in this area.

The village has no amenities - only one public house. 

 Already many residents commute, an increase in population will further reduce any sense of community.

 

Findo and Trinity Gask – Jimmy James reported that 'life goes on as usual'.

Glendevon – Quarry Planning Application

Michael Allsop introduced members from Muckhart Community Council who had prepared a presentation for their own community. 

The application was actually a variation of a planning condition of an earlier consent to extend the life of the quarry by 25 years, however, there is a question regarding whether the original licence to extract material was ever implemented in the first place and this is the focus of their investigations at this time.

The proposal was described by the developers, Cemex, at a public meeting as being to extract 3.5 million tonnes in 20 tonne loads with about 60 lorry movement a day. Working the material would be by mechanical shovel with no blasting taking place. 80% of the material would be transported south and 20% north. 

A separate planning application has been lodged to construct a new haul road to link up with the existing access to Glenquey but this application would only proceed if the quarry application was granted.

There are considerable concerns regarding the impact on the local amenity of the area for both residents and visitors, and the ability of the road network to cope with such an increase in heavy traffic. There is also some question as to whether Cemex has carried out its public consultation correctly as some Community Councils were not invited to the public meeting and have not had the opportunity to comment. Muckhart CC has objected, Dollar Cc has objected, Fossoway CC has yet to make comment and it is hoped that Auchterarder & District CC will object.

The Chairman thanked the members for their presentation and indicated that A & D CC would formally write to PKC with its objection to the proposal.

6. Gleneagles Station Access

Councillor Tom Gray reported that there existed a Ryder Cup Steering Group – Rail, Roads, Ryder Cup, PKC and Gleneagles Hotel – to try to make things happen to support the Ryder Cup and to leave a lasting legacy from the event. The Ryder Cup requires that a pedestrian footbridge be constructed to permit direct access to the event from Gleneagles Station for the 8,000 visitors a day that they expect to arrive by train. This would seem to be the opportunity for such a structure to be permanent, rather than temporary, to solve the problem of pedestrian access in the future.

Roseanna Cunningham, MSP, has arranged for the Transport Minister, Keith Brown, to visit the location and see the extent of the problem.

TACTRAN (2009 Report) proposed a new vehicle access to the Station from Loaninghead Junction and this would be supported by people from Crieff, Muthill and other local communities who use the Station but would like safer access and exit arrangements for vehicles. The initial requirement, however, must be to reduce the speed of traffic through the area of the existing entrance to the Station and this will be pursued with Transport Scotland.

The Ryder Cup also has plans to park a lot of cars at Balado and bus visitors into the event. This would require a location for the buses and it is necessary for the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Cllr. Gray to arrange a meeting with Gleneagles Hotel to learn more and examine options for such arrangements.

7. Main Issues Report

Comments have been sent to PKC, highlighting the need to improve infrastructure to keep pace with housing development by:-

· more off-street parking;

· reduction of 'traffic chaos' in High Street near school access;

· better transport links, e.g. buses to meet trains at station;

· reduce new landfill housing in Auchterarder & District;

· relocation of business enterprise site closer to A9 junction.

The consultation period has been extended to the 11th February 2011. The MIR appears to be a method of placing future housing needs but more emphasis has to be placed on infrastructure needs for the area.

There have been objections to the proposed relocation of the business enterprise site as this area has been increased to include the possibility of a supermarket at some time in the future. The visual impact of this new location will be much less than the original site that was elevated and highly visible from many directions. The new location is proposed as being to the south of Garth Terrace at the east end of the town.

David Homewood represented the CC at the five MIR workshops organised by the Council's Planning Development Department and the Local Development Plan Team. The workshops were held on Thursday 20th and Saturday 22nd January in the Perth Concert Hall. The subjects for each workshop were:-

· The Economy and Land Use

· Housing and Land Use

· Landscape

· Rural Issues

· Climate Change Mitigation measures

Approximately 30 stakeholders attended each session. Organisations represented ranged from various Council departments, community councils, allotment associations, community development trusts, biodiversity partnerships, private estates, housing developers, town planners, conservation groups and the Forestry Commission.

By the next meeting of the A & D CC it is hoped that a bullet point document, listing matters affecting the MIR that were brought to each workshop, will be disseminated by the Local Plan Development Team for community councils and other organisations.

The benefit of attending the workshops was that the content of the A & D CC's comments on the MIR were given a good profile and have been noted for further consideration by the Planning Development Department.

8. Ward 7 Councillors

Councillor Tom Gray reported that the budget was the main item that was being considered at this time. He indicated that it would be 'sore' for everyone but PKC was better placed than many other councils to weather this period of hard decisions.

9. AOCB

Michael Benton offered thanks to Royal Mail and our local post delivery people for continuing to get the mail through during the bad weather.

The Chairman and the members of the Community Council expressed their grateful thanks to David Homewood and the ALRA for all their hard work in ensuring that the refurbishment of the Aytoun Hall had been delivered and looked forward to the time when the CC would resume its meetings in the High Street.

A question was asked as to why the Community Council was still meeting in the C S of A and the Chairman indicated that this was due to the current lack of furniture in the Council Chambers and the Institute, but that when all the facilities were complete the CC would resume its use of the Aytoun Hall as its preferred location.

Drummond Faichney reported that two paths were in need of attention – Glenburn Road to the Coal Bore and Crown Wynd Car Park to Belvedere – one with a badly broken surface and the other with street lights not working. Cllr. Gray indicated that he would pass this information to the relevant departments.

Peter Carrington-Calvert told the meeting that the work at Muirton, to change the road layout, would be starting on 14th February.

Euan Mackintosh, a local resident, stated that he thought that nothing further should be done regarding new A9 junction arrangements until a serious re-think had been carried out.

Sandra Murray, a resident in the Orchil Road area, reported that, during the bad weather, the snow had been moved off the road and onto the pavements. This had meant that pedestrians had to walk on the road with many concerned at their safety. The pavements in side streets had been cleared of snow while Orchil Road, a main thoroughfare, had been ignored. Cllr. Gray indicated that he would consult the Roads Department about these matters.

John Fraser, a local resident, reported that there had been serious erosion of an area down at the underpass at the foot of Ruthven Street. This had been caused by the drain choking and the resulting snow melt had washed out the support under a plinth. Peter Carrington-Calvert stated that he would deal with this matter.

Alan Mickel, an Orchil Road resident, asked what width a pavement should be. The answer was not forthcoming but he was assured that new pavements had to be of a statutory width while existing pavements only had to be maintained.

10. Date of next meeting

Thursday 24th February 2011 at 7pm in the Board Room of the Community School of Auchterarder.

