AUCHTERARDER & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
 MINUTE OF THE MEETING OF 24th FEBRUARY 2011
Members attending: Michael Benton, David Homewood, Drummond Faichney, Michael Allsop, Peter Carrington-Calvert, Marjory Ross, Charles Fitches, Chris McCrosson, Barbara Boyd (Principal of CS of A) and Peter Everett (Chairman of ADCT), Councillor Tom Gray and members of the public.
1. Apologies
Apologies for absence had been received from Jimmy James, Councillor Ann Gaunt and Councillor Murray Lyle.

2. Local Police Report
Constables Morgan MacDonald and Keri Murray were in attendance.
Since the last CC meeting there had been the following local incidents:-
Breach of the Peace & Assault – 2 females charged;
Youths congregating and urinating in public – 1 FPN issued;
Breach of the Peace with Racial element – 1 male charged and 2 others charged with obstructing police;
Breach of the Peace – 1 female – FPN issued;
Breach of the Peace – 1 male – FPN issued;
Increase in housebreakings – Ruthven Street and Grampian Avenue - leads being followed up by CID;
Vandalism to a greenhouse – inquiries ongoing;
Youths causing annoyance – traced and warned in front of their parents;
Youths causing annoyance – CS of A – ASBO warning issued;
Assault – 1 male – report to Fiscal.
Speeding on Orchil Road and other locations throughout the area has been a target for the local police and FPN's and Conditional Offers have been issued to a number of motorists.
Parking issues – Police can deal with obstructions and inconsiderate parking and 1 Conditional Offer was issued this week. Tayside Police and PKC are drawing up an action Plan for Crieff and Auchterarder to deal with parking issues and a report will appear in due course.
David Homewood asked about the matter of young people gathering outside the Aytoun Hall at lunchtime and requested a police presence to deal with this matter. Barbara Boyd, Principal of the CS of A, indicated that 2 ex-pupils had been identified as the 'magnet' for some pupils gathering at this location. Constable MacDonald reported that these 2 ex-pupils are to be charged with a Breach of the Peace following recent inquiries.
Constable Murray then explained the use of 'mypolice' and 'twitter' as methods of conveying information to the police and learning about any new strategies that the police are using to combat crime.
'mypolice' is currently a pilot scheme in selected parts of Tayside but will be deployed throughout the Force later this year. This is the preferred online method for members of the public informing the police about incidents or crimes and can be anonymous while also saving a lot of time and effort in trying to make contact with a specific officer in an area.
'twitter' has limitations on the number of characters that can be written and with only 140 available should only be used for brief updates, etc. and NOT for reporting crimes.

Constable MacDonald then read out a letter, from Tayside Road Policing Unit, relating to the performance of the Roads Authority during the recent bad weather. This sought to reassure people that there is good communication between PKC Roads, Tayside Police and BEAR Scotland with regard to the condition of roads and the safety of drivers.
A general discussion took place regarding the unsuitability of the access to Gleneagles Station and the speed of traffic along this section of the A9. All were in agreement that some measures need to be taken to reduce the speed and improve the access.
3. Auchterarder & District Community Trust Annual Report
Peter Everett, Chairman of the ADCT, presented the following report:-
There are 5 Trustees who were originally appointed by the Community Council to look after the donations to the Auchterarder community by the G-West development and by Scottish Power Renewables. In 2010, Andrew Forgie retired as a Trustee and was replaced by Peter Carrington-Calvert.
When the Trust was established we had no idea of  how much work would be involved with administering the Trust and we contracted with Perth & Kinross Quality of Life Trust to carry out the administration. With the experience of two years operation we now have a much better idea of how much is involved and with the somewhat less than satisfactory performance of the Quality of Life Trust, we decided to take over the administration ourselves. Julia Reid now handles the administration as well as being Treasurer and Peter Carrington-Calvert is the Secretary.
When the Trust was established, the Trustees decided that they would aim each year to make grants totalling the annual donation from Scottish Power Renewables (about £12,000 per year) and the interest received on the £250,000 from G-West. In the current situation the interest we have received has been pretty low, but hopefully this will improve in the near future.
During 2010 there were 8 applications to the Trust for grants and, as the report shows, 6 grants were awarded, not always for the total amount requested. The biggest single grant was to ALRA for equipment for the Aytoun Hall – their request was granted in full and, as a result, grants in 2010 significantly exceeded the Trustees' self-imposed limit but the Trustees are of the opinion that the request for the Aytoun Hall fully justified the award. In total, just under £27,000 was paid out in grants in 2010. From its initiation the Trust has paid out grants totalling close to £42,500.
With regard to the future, the G-West development originally offered a donation of £500,000 to each of the Auchterarder and Blackford communities. So far we have received half of this and, as yet, there is no clear indication of when the remainder will be received. The Scottish Power Renewables donation was promised for 25 years and we have so far received 3 instalments. A steady stream of applications have been received and we hope that this will continue.

Application Forms can be obtained from Julia Reid of Reid Solutions, telephone number 01764 663367.

David Homewood , on behalf of the ALRA, thanked the ADCT for their generous grant and explained that some of this money had been used to purchase the chairs and other essential items of furniture for the use of the hall users.
4. Minutes of the meeting of 27th January 2011
These were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
5. Matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting of 27th January 2011.
(a) Parking Working Group Update
David Homewood gave the following report:-
The Parking Working Group met with officers of PKC’s Roads Department on 10 February in the Tearoom.  The main issue discussed was areas where it might be feasible to expand parking capacity in the centre of the town.  Land ownership, expanding the Castle Wynd Car Park and restricting future development use of land for car parking was a central issue.  There is also some Council owned land in areas of the town that might be developed into car parking spaces, but could prove to be expensive and unattractive options.  There will also be more consideration given to turning part of the Jonny Muir Park into a landscaped car parking area, but this would be a long term plan, if indeed it proves to be a viable project.

It is possible that there will be a one-day parking survey carried out in the town later in the year.

The PWG has requested the Roads Department to initiate the necessary action to establish two disabled car parking spaces outside the pharmacy at 171 High Street.

In the wider scheme of things, the PWG is working with Cllr Ann Gaunt to ensure that the Development Planners and the Local Plan Development Team take note of the town’s ‘infrastructure gap’ in respect of off-road parking in the centre of the town.  The small business group in the town, led by Maggie Robin, believe the problem is prohibiting economic growth in Auchterarder.
(b) ALRA Aytoun Hall Update
David Homewood gave the following report:-
The new chairs for the Aytoun Hall and Girnal House arrived on 15 February, which will hopefully be much more comfortable than the old bucket seats.  The new seats fit onto wheeled storage racks, which is an efficient way to store them when they are not in use.  
The new stage has been ordered and it is hoped that it will be delivered sometime in March.  It will come in four sections and can be set up in a number of configurations anywhere in the Aytoun Hall.
The ALRA and the Auchterarder SWRI have bought a number of storage cupboards that are dispersed around the building.  More will be purchased in due course to fill appropriate spaces throughout the building.  These cupboards have primarily been bought for clubs, associations and organisations that regularly hire the various venues in the building to store items.  Applications for storage space in the cupboards should be made to Lindsay Henderson (telephone 663602 or email linhen8022@aol.com).  

D3 Sound and Lighting still have to fit some table pin-spot lights to the gantry in the Aytoun Hall and adjust others.  It is hoped that this will be done during the set-up for a ‘dress-up’ event that is being planned for Sunday, 20 March.  The event is being organised by some local businesses in conjunction with the ALRA and is aimed at marketing the Aytoun Hall as a ‘weddings and special occasions’ venue.  The Aytoun Hall will be set up for a wedding reception and will be open for viewing between noon and 4pm. 
The ALRA will be hosting a ‘Good as New’ Sale on Saturday, 26 March in the Aytoun Hall and Institute.  The sale will run from 10am to 3pm.   Entrance £2, which includes tea/coffee & cakes.  There will be a Cake & Candy, Tombola and Raffle stalls in the Aytoun Hall whilst the sale takes place in the Institute   Proceeds from the event will either be ploughed back into the Aytoun Hall or used to offset the ALRA’s operating costs.  Betty Murchie (662908) and Norma Adam (662668) are the principal organisers.  If anyone has unwanted, ‘good as new’ items to donate or items for the Raffle or Tombola stalls, the organisers would be most grateful.  Donations can be delivered to the Aytoun Hall between 6pm and 8pm on Friday, 25 March or after 9am on Saturday, 26th March.  Regrettably, no electrical items can be accepted.    Arrangements can also be made to collect items by contacting the organisers.  

A question was asked about bookings and David Homewood indicated that the ALRA was still pursuing a 'management agreement' with PKC and LAL. There was no news regarding PKC services moving back into the Aytoun Hall but discussions were taking place regarding the use of Community Schools as the preferred locations for Council Services. Bookings can currently be made at the CS of A.

(c) Gleneagles Station Access Update
Michael Benton reported that he had accompanied David Homewood and Cllr. Tom Gray to meet the senior management at Gleneagles Hotel and to push for a permanent legacy from the Ryder Cup 2014 – a permanent pedestrian bridge over the A9. This was very well received and contact will be maintained to hear the outcome of their discussions with the event organisers in the near future.
Pedestrian crossing of the A9 is extremely hazardous and the Chairman experienced this first-hand when he had to wait in the central reservation to complete his crossing of the road while being buffeted by passing heavy lorries and feeling the 'suction' from them as they passed this very narrow strip of ground.
The Transport Minister, Keith Brown MSP, and Roseanna Cunningham MSP are still to confirm the date of their visit to this location.
Jim Irons, Deputy Chief Executive of PKC, has agreed to write to Transport Scotland and raise the issues of the unsuitable vehicle access to Gleneagles Station, the need for speed reduction along this section of the A9 and the danger to pedestrians crossing the A9 at Gleneagles Station.
A member of the public, Euan Mackintosh, indicated that he would still be pursuing his preference for a grade separated junction (a flyover) at the end of Western Road with a link to Gleneagles Station, instead of the proposed Shinafoot Junction. Mr. Mackintosh also indicted that the proposed footbridge would not deposit the Ryder Cup visitors at the correct location. However, it was pointed out that this was a requirement, placed on Gleneagles Hotel by the event organisers, and would be erected as a temporary structure. The aim of the Community Council was to have this structure made into a permanent fixture as a lasting legacy from the Ryder Cup.
(d) MIR Workshop Update
At the last meeting it was mentioned that the P&K Local Plan Development Team were intending to issue a ‘bullet point’ document as feedback to delegates who attended the five MIR workshops held in Perth on 20 and 22 February.  The five workshops covered: Economy, Housing, Landscape, Rural Issues and Climate Change.  
An 11-page document has been received that acknowledges most of the issues that concern this Community Council and Auchterarder.  The feedback is wide ranging and records major issues as well as small points.  The document will be made available to anyone who wishes to see it, providing they can receive it by email.  

6. District Matters
Aberuthven – Charles Fitches said Speed checks have continued to be carried out by the police but, to-date, there has been no indication of the speed warning signs that were promised for the village and some action is needed on this matter as many residents are very concerned with the speed of some vehicles passing through the area.
The Village Hall is progressing and an architect has completed a survey with the indication that £60,000 will be needed over the next 3 years to complete the work. £1,000 has been raised so far and applications for grant assistance have been made to several bodies.
Aberuthven Ablaze received a grant of £500 for the ADCT and this should be enough for the proposed planters and baskets.
A 'Forum' newsletter has been produced for the village but now requires to be photocopied – 200 copies are needed for distribution in the village and a benefactor is urgently sought to cover the costs.
Findo and Trinity Gask – nothing to report.
Glendevon – Quarry Planning Application
Michael Allsop indicated that 93 objections had been lodged to the application for the quarry and 50 for the proposed haul route.
It is likely that the application will be placed before the PKC Development Control Committee on the 13th of April. There have been 5 objections from Community Councils and Clackmannanshire Council has lodged a provisional response ahead of its formal meeting to decide if an objection should be lodged with PKC.
The local group is continuing to issue press releases, highlighting the main issues and to counter some of the comments by the applicants, Cemex. The local group will also be seeking to speak to the PKC Development Control Committee on 13th April.
There have been some serious flooding and drainage problems around the Tormaukin Hotel and PKC Roads have done a lot of work to alleviate these problems so quickly after being made aware of them.
It has been confirmed that the 30mph limit will be in place later this year.
7. Scottish Government proposal for Community Councils
Councillor Tom Gray reported that the proposals have been agreed and will be enacted later this year.
8. Ward 7 Councillors
Councillor Tom Gray reported that the toilets and the Recycling Centre in Auchterarder will remain open, despite some reports in the press that these might be closing. In the annual budget process there is always a long list of 'possible' items for consideration by the Councillors but, until the actual Special Budget Meeting of the Council and the vote to approve the budget, these are just 'suggested savings'.
Purse Bells/Purse Alarms – these are devices that are attached to a lady's purse and to her handbag. If anyone tries to remove the purse then a pin is pulled out and a piercing alarm is sounded. These have been acquired in bulk and can be made available to local communities through a Common Good Fund application. Cllr. Gray suggested that the CC find out how many they would like to distribute and to make an application through the Auchterarder CGF.
The Annual Review of Winter Maintenance will be taking place soon and Cllr. Gray urged people to pass on any details of road defects, etc. to their local Councillors.
Peter Carrington-Calvert indicated that the agenda for the Auchterarder Common Good Fund had not been posted on the website prior to the last meeting. Cllr. Gray indicated that he would address this matter to the relevant officers but that there had only been one application – from the Auchterarder Gymnastics Club for £1,000 – and that this had been granted.
9. AOCB
Michael Benton showed the CC a leaflet called 'Investigate Crieff', produced by the Crieff & Strathearn Tourist Association and asked if such a publication could be produced for Auchterarder. Charles Fitches reported that the demise of the South Strathearn Tourist Association had brought an end to the likelihood of such publications for Auchterarder & District.
Michael Benton indicated that the Kincardine Castle Estate Scoping document and plans were available for viewing.
A document had been produced to raise awareness of the potential for terrorism during the Ryder Cup 2014.
Scottish Water is holding a meeting for community representatives on 23rd March in the Queens Hotel, Perth and Drummond Faichney said he would attend to hear the plans that are proposed for this area.
The Association of Scottish Community Councils is currently carrying out 2 consultation exercises – the Future of Policing in Scotland and The Future of the Fire & rescue Service in Scotland.
David Homewood reported that he had attended the Strathearn Area Learning Partnership meeting, organised by Jacqueline Walsh. This was a very comprehensive meeting with a lot of local groups covering transport, youth, swimming, adult literacy and many other topics, and was well worth supporting in the future.
 

Chris McCrosson reported that the Evangelism Event will be held in Strathearn in November and will be of wide interest to the community.
Peter Carrington-Calvert reported that the Muirton road re-arrangements were progressing quickly while many footpaths were in need of attention throughout the town. Some work was already being carried out and the undermining of the road at the bottom of Ruthven Street had just been remedied.
10. Date of Next Meeting
Thursday 31st March 2011 at 7pm in the Institute, Aytoun Hall.
