AUCHTERARDER & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
THURSDAY 31st MARCH 2011
Present at the Annual General Meeting were Michael Benton (Chairman), David Homewood (Vice-Chairman), Peter Carrington-Calvert (Treasurer), Michael Allsop, Drummond Faichney, Marjory Ross, Charles Fitches and Jimmy James.
 
1. Apologies
Apologies had been received from Chris McCrosson.
 
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 23rd March 2010
These were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
 
3. Chairman’s Report
Michael Benton reported that last year we were meeting in the Board Room of the Community School as the Aytoun Hall was undergoing major refurbishment. Of our 9 meetings 7 were held in the Community School, and we are very grateful to Barbara Boyd and the School for making it possible. We moved back to the Aytoun Hall with our February meeting.
The Aytoun Hall re-opened this year with much improved facilities and has met with universal approval. Our thanks go to David Homewood and his ALRA team for liaising so effectively with PKC and the project team. Without the ALRA driving force such an effective refurbishment would not have happened. PKC staff seem to be re-active whereas the Aytoun Hall needs pro-active local input and advertising input if it is to have a secure future.
Another major item is to encourage the improvement of the access to Gleneagles station, to provide pedestrian access and to enhance the station facilities. We have resisted the temptation to fire up a campaign as it might appear in conflict with the interests of Cobra-not that that stops Cobra commenting on Gleneagles station at their AGM according to the Courier. I find it disheartening at times that Cobra invites the former transport minister to see Gleneagles without having the courtesy of letting us know they are on our patch. However with the advent of the Ryder Cup in 3 years time after consulting the Gleneagles management staff we have put forward the idea of a permanent legacy of the Cup in the form of a foot cum cycle bridge that would at least allow pedestrians and cyclists to cross the A9 safely.
Matters on the planning front have been subdued although the possibilities of quarrying in Glendevon with the movement of sixty 20 ton lorries a day down the Glen seems hazardous from our point of view.
Many other items have come before us this year from youth matters and district matters to issues relating to the forthcoming local plan with the need to enhance the infrastructure such as parking. The pharmacy licensing committee have backed Davidson’s the chemists to open in Auchterarder although Lloyds can appeal against that decision so we must await the outcome.
The Scottish Government proposals for the reform of Community Councils should take effect this autumn with elections to all the Councils in PKC taking place on the same day. The change in Ward boundaries will mean Findo and Trinity Gask will leave our district and cleave to another. I’m quite fond of the Gask ridge and its fine roman road which has been part of the Auchterarder district for many years but we must move into the future and wish then well.
Thank you to the District Councillors for their help in alerting us to matters PKC that affect us. Thank you to Colin Young for so capably taking the minutes and masterminding the CNM. Thank you to our Vice-Chairman, Treasurer and all the members of the Council, and to the members of the public for an interesting year. Thank you to our local police for their regular presence and helpful input and to the members of the local press for their unfailing assistance throughout. 
Chris McCrossan is standing down to concentrate on his ministry work and we thank him for liaising with the school and the youth project. I would propose that Fergus Hartley, if he is willing, be co-opted in Chris’s place as he has links with the school. It is not worth having an election now when we will all be standing down in the autumn for the elections then. 
 
4. Treasurer’s Report
Peter Carrington-Calvert presented Report on the Accounts for the year ended 28th February 2011

The Income and Expenditure Account for the year shows an excess of income over expenditure of £520. The income from the South Perthshire Tourist Association arises from a transfer of the remaining funds on the cessation of its activities. Meeting rental represents the amount now paid to Perth & Kinross Council which commenced part way through last year and includes creditors of £70 which had not been invoiced at the year-end.

The Community News Magazine accounts and operation detail is under review and all the information was not available at the time of preparation of the accounts as a result of the short time between the year-end and the Annual General Meeting. The Accounts only show the difference between the receipts and payments within the Council’s financial year. It is intended that there will be a report back to the Council at a future meeting.
We are indebted to Mr R.W. Nicholson for his work and observations in the audit of the Accounts. Mr Nicholson is prepared to be reappointed.
The Treasurer’s Report was proposed by Drummond Faichney and seconded by Charles Fitches.
The appointment of Mr. R.W. Nicholson as auditor was proposed by Peter Carrington-Calvert and seconded by Michael Benton.
 
5. AOCB
The Chairman indicated that he thought it wise to continue with the same office bearers until the autumn of this year when it was proposed that new arrangements for the election of community councils in Perth & Kinross should be in place. This was proposed by Michael Benton and seconded by David Homewood.
 
There being no other business the Chairman thanked all who had attended and closed the meeting.
　
