AUCHTERARDER & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 28th APRIL 2011

Members attending: Michael Benton, David Homewood, Drummond Faichney, Michael Allsop, Peter Carrington-Calvert, Jimmy James, Councillor Ann Gaunt, Councillor Tom Gray and members of the public and press.

1. Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received from Charles Fitches.

2. Local Police Report

PC Scott Robertson reported that there had been a number of fixed penalty notices issued during March and April for breaches of the peace, which were mainly overspill incidents from drinking establishments. 

There had been a break in at a house in Grampian Avenue that had been passed to the CID to deal with - enquiries were ongoing.  The perpetrators were not thought to be local and its was important that the public continued to report suspicious vehicles and people to the Tayside Police Non-Emergency Number on 0845 600 5705 or the Crime-stoppers number 800 555 1111. 

A number of speeding tickets had been issued to drivers doing up to 50 miles an hour in a 30mph limited area. Orchil Road, Castleton Road, High Street/Feus, Western Road and Aberuthven would continue to be regularly targeted.

There had been an incident where an adult had been caught buying alcohol and passing it on to youths; the local police would continue to work closely with businesses that sell alcohol to prevent such abuses of the law. 

PC Robertson also acknowledged that the police were working with the Community School to monitor the activities of some ex-pupils gathering around the Aytoun Hall at lunchtimes.

3. Minutes of the meeting of 31st March 2011

These were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting of 31st March 2011.

(a) ALRA Aytoun Hall Update – David Homewood

A meeting on 6 May with the Council’s community service managers and Head of Cultural & Community Services will determine the future of the ALRA and its participation in the ongoing management of the Aytoun Hall.  Meanwhile Live Active Leisure has temporarily installed an Operational Support Officer whose task it is to develop operating procedures and protocols for the building.  He is also working with the ALRA to develop some marketing literature.

The ALRA’s ‘outstanding issues’ list remains quite long, but progress is being made in a number of areas.  There is to be a site meeting in the near future to mop up all the ‘snags’ that have been identified since the building reopened and to address some of the more difficult issues.  One of these is to establish a secure area at the rear of the building so that the refuse bin does not have to be situated beside the entrance of the Aytoun Hall.

Some items in the new inventory for the refurbished building have been slow to arrive from manufacturers.  More storage cupboards are awaited, together with clocks and storage media for the commercial kitchen crockery and cutlery.

.  

Feedback from users has continued to be positive in the main.  There has been concern expressed that there is no grab rail to assist the less mobile on the stairs in the rear passage between the Aytoun Hall and Girnal House.  A lightweight grab rail will be installed shortly.  There has also been mention that the stage in the Aytoun Hall is not high enough.  Before the stage was purchased a decision was made on its height.  The ALRA decided that a flexible, manoeuvrable and lightweight stage would be the most appropriate for the hall.  To increase the present height would make the stage much more intrusive and less manoeuvrable.  This clearly does not suit some users.  It is recommended that consideration be given to moving the stage to the centre of the hall for better viewing of demonstrations, etc.

The ALRA is arranging a black-tie, social event on Saturday, 4 June, which will be a champagne reception, dinner and dance.  The famous musical group, The Drifters, will entertain with a programme of their 1950s/60s music.  Tickets at £45 per head can be reserved by telephoning the ALRA’s principal organiser, Martha Marnoch, on 01764 664840.  This is not intended to be a fundraising event, but more of a celebration to mark the refurbishment of the building.

The ALRA will be holding its AGM on Wednesday, 15th June in the Institute commencing at 7.30pm.  It is envisaged that the Association will continue for at least another year to ensure as many of the outstanding issues surrounding the Aytoun Hall are addressed.  In June there will be one or two members of the Management Committee standing down, thus leaving vacancies for new nominations.  If anyone would like a nomination paper then they should obtain one by telephoning David Homewood (01764 663049).  Applicants must reside within postcode PH3.
(b) Gleneagles Station Access Update – Michael Benton

No progress was reported.

It was noted that the report in the Dundee Courier referring to COBRA comparative figures for improvements to Gleneagles was misleading and that COBRA did not regard their project as being in competition with Gleneagles station developments.

(c)  Auchterarder Bloom and hanging baskets.  

PKC had confirmed that the Hanging Basket Scheme for businesses would be continued, despite rumours to the contrary that had been circulating in bloom committee circles.  The number of handing baskets provided by the Council for hanging on lampposts would be the same as in previous years.

5. District Matters

(a) Aberuthven – Charles Fitches

Community Garden – In the absence of Charles Fitches it was reported that the removal of the hedge, which had previously hidden the garden area had been welcomed and generally approved despite one complaint.

 (b) Findo and Trinity Gask – Jimmy James

It was reported that the Findo Gask Community Association had now adopted a constitution and matters were still progressing.

(c) Glendevon – Michael Allsop

The proposal to increase the size of the Burnfoot windfarm from 13 to a possible 35 was considered. There would be representation at both the exhibition at Tillicoultry Community Centre on 17th May 3.30 to 7.30 and that at Blackford Village Hall on Tuesday 19th May 3.00 to 7.00. It was noted that Auchterarder had not been included in the circulation and despite the fact that the Perth & Kinross part of the site is in Blackford Parish it is in the area, which is the responsibility of Auchterarder Community Council

6. Ward 7 Councillors

The Councillors in attendance had nothing to report. 

7. AOCB

(a) David Homewood reported that the Parking Working Group (PWG) had again nothing to report, as the PKC contacts had not been active. Councillor Ann Gaunt agreed to liase with Council officers

(b) TAYplan.  David Homewood stated that there was a briefing for community councillors about the new TAYplan Stragetic Development Plan scheduled for 18 May in St Andrews, which he would attend.  There would also be an information event for the public taking place on 8 June between 2pm and 8pm in Crieff.  It was anticipated that an 8-week consultation period would commence on 16 June following the issue of the Strategic Development Plan.  The Plan would have an influence on the Perth & Kinross Local Development Plan.

(c) The invitation from Planning Aid Scotland for somebody to attend an event called Planning for People (Waste) on Saturday 7th May 2011 was again considered. While the work carried out by Planning Aid is extremely worthwhile it was decided not to have representation.

(d) The clearing of grit from the roads and gulleys had again been slow, following high use of salt and grit over the winter. It was noted that the extent of the work required throughout Perth & Kinross was the reason for lack of completion.

8. Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 26th May 2011 at 7pm in the Institute, Aytoun Hall.

