AUCHTERARDER & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 26th MAY 2011

Members attending: Michael Benton, David Homewood, Charles Fitches, Michael Allsop, Marjory Ross, Peter Carrington-Calvert, Jimmy James, Councillor Murray Lyle, Councillor Tom Gray and members of the public and press.

1. Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received from Drummond Faichney and Cllr. Ann Gaunt.

2. Local Police Report

There were no representatives from Tayside Police present at the meeting.

3. Minutes of the meeting of 28th April 2011

These were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting of 28th April 2011.

(a) ALRA Aytoun Hall Update – David Homewood

I am pleased to report that the ALRA’s meeting with the Council’s Head of Cultural & Community Service on 6 May to discuss the role of the ALRA in the future management of the Aytoun Hall resulted in an acceptable way forward being mutually agreed. The ALRA Management Committee has now committed itself to three courses of action:

    1.To continue to complete its refurbishment commitments in respect of ensuring that outstanding issues are addressed and any additional inventory items, fixtures or fittings are provided for the benefit of the community.

2.To commit itself to an ‘operational partnership forum’ together with ECS (Education & Children’s Services) and LAL (Live Active Leisure).

3.To work with ECS in a strategic partnership that would develop a management framework within which the community could accept greater responsibility for the Aytoun Hall complex.  There is to be no timeframe set for this development.

Another step forward happened in April when LAL installed a part time Development Manager on a 3-month contract, with an option of one-month extensions thereafter.  The manager, Hugh McAninch, met with the ALRA soon after his appointment to discuss operating issues, and a lot of progress is being made in respect of procedures, signage, storage, inventory control and marketing options.

The ALRA continues to maintain an ‘Outstanding Issues List’ from which it monitors progress made by PKC’s Project Management staff and the jobs the main contractor, Mansell Construction, needs to undertake to make good the ‘snags’ that have appeared whilst the building settles. A site meeting on 28 April concentrated on the Galley Kitchen, which is to undergo further upgrading with a replacement for the malfunctioning cooker, the purchase of a fridge, an extension to a work-top, the erection of an additional cupboard and the installation of an on-line water boiler, with the area above the sink being retiled.  It has also been agreed to establish a hard standing area behind the Aytoun Hall on which to keep the waste bins, thus keeping the front of the building clear. The refurbished heritage furniture is due to be returned to the Council Chambers on 31 May.

The ALRA will continue to buy in furniture, fixtures and fittings it considers will benefit the community. Clocks, umbrella stands, additional storage media and the like should be delivered shortly.

Most people will know that the ALRA is arranging a black-tie, gala dinner on Saturday, 4 June. Capacity for the event is 150 and, at the time of writing, there are very few tickets left unsold.  It is hoped that the event will prove that the Aytoun Hall is a suitable venue for such entertainment and can attract famous names like the Drifters. It is appreciated that many members of the Auchterarder community cannot afford the price of a ticket, but organising such an event is important in that it proves to the ‘owner’ (PKC) and ‘operator’ (LAL) the value of the refurbished Aytoun Hall as a venue for entertainment.  However, please do not think that the ALRA is going to become an entrepreneurial organisation.  It is not.  

The ALRA will be holding its AGM on Wednesday, 15th June in the Institute commencing at 7.30pm.  There will be two members of the Management Committee standing down, thus leaving three vacancies for new nominations.  If anyone would like a nomination paper then they should obtain one by telephoning David Homewood (01764 663049). Applicants must reside within postcode PH3. All nomination papers should be sent to ‘Convener ALRA, 9 Abbey Park, Auchterarder, PH3 1EN’ and must arrive no later than Monday 13th June.  Please come along and support us.

(b) Gleneagles Station Access Update – Michael Benton

There is no further progress to report. 

(c)  Tayplan Strategic Development Plan  briefing update  

The Chairman attended the briefing that was held in St. Andrews and reported that throughout Scotland there were now 4 specific development plan areas and that a forum was being formed to strengthen the power of communities to examine these development plans.

An overview was provided that described the aim of speeding up the development plan process and producing a plan that would exist for 20 years but that would be subject to continual assessment to address specific issues that might arise during the life of the plan.

From the 7th to the 28th of June there will be Information Events at venues throughout the Tayplan Area and those interested in making representations to the Tayplan should attend these in order to be informed of the details that affect their areas. The venues in this area are:-

8th June – Crieff Community Campus, Pittenzie Road, Crieff

15th June - Loch Leven Community Campus/High School, The Muirs, Kinross

22nd June – Fishers Hotel, Atholl Road, Pitlochry

27th June – Bells Sports Centre, Hay Street, Perth

28th June – Blairgowrie Town Hall, Brown Street, Blairgowrie

All events are open from 2pm to 8pm

It will be noted that there is no event in Auchterarder as there are no strategic proposals for the immediate area around the Lang Toon, however, within the Action Plan Priorities the issues of Gleneagles Station Access is raised, emphasising the need for action prior to the Ryder Cup in 2014. This is a very welcome inclusion and should be seen as a determination to deliver a solution to this problem in the very early life of Tayplan.

Representations to Tayplan can be submitted until Monday 1st August and the Community Council will make comments based on the observations from Michael Benton and David Homewood, both of whom have taken some time to study the plan and its proposals. This will be brought to the June meeting for agreement.

(d) Local Planning/Environmental matters

Notification has been received of an application to erect 2 dwelling houses on land at Upper Borland Park – behind St. Margaret's Hospital. The Reporter for the Strathearn Area Local Plan found that this area should not be subject to development for a period of 10 years and, as this period is about to expire, it would be difficult to object to this proposal. However, there is the issue of public access along a designated right of way and this must be maintained throughout any construction process and improvements sought as part of the planning process.

(e) Any other matters arising from the Minutes

5. District Matters

(a) Aberuthven – Charles Fitches

Applications have been made for grants to assist in the refurbishment of the Village Hall but no news of the outcomes to-date.

Aberuthven Ablaze will be putting out its floral displays in 2 weeks time and PKC has agreed to re-plant the area around the War Memorial.

There was a recent meeting with the Dog Warden to address the problem of dogs being let out on their own and fouling the footpaths. An extra bin will be supplied at the north end of the bridge and notices erected at various locations.

The next issue of the Aberuthven Focus will be sent out in July.

(b) Findo and Trinity Gask – Jimmy James

The Community Association held its AGM last week at which the matter of an 80 metre wind turbine proposal was discussed. This would be located between Findo Gask and Trinity Gask and would mostly affect people in the Clathy area. Miranda Thake, a resident of Clathy, was present to make representation to the Community Council on behalf of the newly formed Gask Ridge Anti Turbine Action Group, formed by residents from Trinity Gask, Findo Gask, Clathy and Madderty to coordinate the opposition to an application by Mr. Jamie Roberts of Gask Estate to erect an industrial size wind turbine on the Gask Ridge. The proposed position is to be within 500 metres of some family  homes, less than a kilometre from the Roman Road and Signal Stations, and in the near vicinity of nesting ospreys.

The pre-application papers lodged indicate the erection of a single turbine but the area cited as the 'development location' extends to approximately a square kilometre and the developers have indicated to others their intention to erect several more.

Taking the single huge turbine on its own, however, the developers advise that the blade tip height will be 80m and the diameter will be 48m. It will, therefore, be a construction larger than the Wallace Monument – not so scenic or silent and profitable only for Mr. Jamie Roberts.

On the screening and scoping papers lodged with Perth & Kinross Council Planning Department the developers acknowledge that the main environmental effects will be:-

(i) visual impact for close residents;

(ii) impact on the landscape character;

(iii) noise.

The guideline assessment questions applied by Perth & Kinross Council and interpreted by the Planning Officer dealing with the case highlights our concerns as follows:-

(i) Is the development in a location where it is likely to be highly visible to many people? Yes – elevated land and adjacent to principal transport route.

(ii) Will the effect extend over a large area? Yes – visible across Strathearn.

(iii) Will many people be affected? Potentially.

(iv) Will the effect be unusual in the area? Yes in terms of size and scale. No other wind turbines are sited in this position within the landscape.

Despite this it appears that the development may proceed without any further assessment of the impact on the environment.

Given the effects on the wide community Ms. Thake urged the Community Council to support the opposition to this proposal. Not only will it devastate the lives of the closest families, it may well endanger the Gask Ridge in gaining World Heritage Status for its huge historical value as the Northern Roman Frontier. 

The Chairman also brought to the attention of the Community Council a letter from the Antonine Guard that had appeared in the Courier recently and that suggested that there might be as many as 10 wind turbines on this site.

Michael Allsop asked if the Planning Officer had indicated the need for an Environmental Impact Assessment but it appeared that this would not be necessary for a single turbine.

David Homewood suggested that the Community Council write to Mr. Jamie Roberts indicating that they would object to the application.

Cllr. Tom Gray indicated that he would check with the current applications but he thought that the initial application was for a wind monitoring mast.

(c) Glendevon – Michael Allsop

Michael Allsop reported on the recent meeting in Blackford regarding the proposed enlargement of the Burnfoot Wind Farm from 13 turbines to 35 turbines. These result in community benefit but little, if any, would come to Glendevon despite this being the community that suffered most during and after construction. It is proposed that an action group will be formed in Glendevon to consider this development, especially as there appears to be a suggestion that the green Knowes Wind Farm is also thinking of an expansion in turbine numbers. There appears to be even more 'community money' being proposed at present with the figure of £2,000 a turbine per annum suggested and such sums could be used to address the lack of effective broadband coverage in Glendevon.

A major issue is the lack of any money from the current wind turbines in the area and sources have revealed that this money has been lodged with the Scottish Communities Fund – an organisation from which it is quite difficult to obtain access to funding for local projects. The developers maintain that nobody came forward to claim the community funding and that they thought it best to lodge the money with this organisation due to the lack of local interest.

6. Ward 7 Councillors

Cllr. Tom Gray stated that the Tayplan Action Plan Priority to look at the access to Gleneagles Station was extremely significant and that this supported the TACTRAN  Report. It is to be hoped that progress will be speedy once all the comments have been received.

The Chairman commented that he had had a meeting with the Chairman of Blackford Community Council regarding the unfavourable comments about the relative costs of re-opening Blackford Station and improving access to Gleneagles Station. It appeared that these had been incorrectly reported by the Press and that the Gleneagles Station proposals would amount to less than half the cost of re-opening Blackford Station.

7. AOCB

(a) Michael Benton reported that the Perth & Kinross Community Transport Group would be holding its AGM at 10.30am on 3rd June in Blackfriars Development Centre, Perth. This group works to assist community transport providers, volunteer drivers and those who use and benefit from these services. 

(b) Sandra Murray asked about the progress with G West and it was confirmed that some phases of this development appeared to be 'on hold' for the time being.

(c) John Fraser asked if it was thought feasible to suggest that an 'honesty box' or 'conscience box' be placed in local pharmacies to allow those people who could afford prescriptions to make some sort of contribution to the cost of providing free prescriptions throughout Scotland. The thought process behind this suggestion is that most people feel guilty about getting something for nothing and might be an idea that could start in Auchterarder and spread around the country. There were mixed feelings about such a suggestion and members of the Community Council indicated that they would think about this idea.

(d) A question was asked about he current position regarding the application for a second pharmacy in Auchterarder, following the successful application by Davidsons. The National Appeals Committee has not yet agreed a date for the appeal that was lodge against the application by Lloyds Pharmacy.

8. Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 30th June 2011 at 7pm in the Institute, Aytoun Hall but the Chairman indicated that the venue may change if the furniture for the Council Chambers has been returned before this date.

