AUCHTERARDER & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 30th JUNE 2011

Members attending: Michael Benton, David Homewood, Drummond Faichney, Michael Allsop, Peter Carrington-Calvert, Marjory Ross, Jimmy James, Councillor Ann Gaunt, Councillor Murray Lyle, Councillor Tom Gray and members of the public and press.

1. Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received from Charles Fitches.

2. Local Police Report

PC Jason Salisbury reported on recent incidents as follows:-

2 incidents of youths causing annoyance in Aberuthven;

regular road policing activities resulting 2 vehicles being seized, 1 drugs related seizure of vehicle, a number of speeding drivers reported to the Fiscal (mostly local residents) and a number of conditional offers at the roadside.

Operation Home Safe is under way at this time of year and this includes more regular licensed premises checks and encouragement to drinkers to look after themselves and their companions.

The Procurator Fiscal is taking a very hard line with people buying alcohol and then supplying it to under age persons. If anyone has any information of such activities they are encouraged to let Tayside Police know immediately.

The Chairman indicated that there was new information regarding the proposed 20mph restriction out side the Aytoun Hall and that this should be in place by the end of this year.

A question was asked regarding where most speeding was taking place and Constable Salisbury indicated that Orchil Road, Castleton Road, Western Road and some other locations were where this was taking place but that the Road Policing Unit and local Officers moved around according to any intelligence received about speeding problems.

3. GWest presentation by Ian Gotts

The golf course, practice range, maintenance facilities, main access road and main services have been installed with extensive planting throughout the site and preparatory work started on the clubhouse. Outwith the site Ochil Developments has spent some £2m on the upgrade of the Loaninghead junction and widening and improving the Braco Road. By this time next year we will be gearing up for the opening of the golf course and clubhouse and, hopefully, the first building plots will have been sold with further progress on identifying the operator for the hotel complex.

It is not the intention of the developer to build any houses but rather to make housing plots available for sale. The strategy is that none of these plots will be less than 1 acre and some will be 2 acres with the prospect of large houses and even larger gardens. The first 26 housing plots will be the subject of a planning application to PKC in September 2011, following 2 days of public exhibition in Blackford and Auchterarder (24th and 25th August respectively).

The more detailed plan of the 26 plots will be subject to a Landscape Design Guide and a Plot Design Guide to ensure that ridge heights are controlled, plot ratios are controlled, materials are acceptable to the local area, amenity is protected and to minimise visual impact and provide privacy.

David Homewood asked about the hotel complex, permanent residences and holiday properties. Ian Gotts indicted that only 49 plots could be developed before the hotel complex had to be completed, that the first 26 plots were all residential and that the holiday properties still had to be considered.

Michael Benton had been approached by some local residents who expressed a fear that this project could be a 'ribbon development', joining Auchterarder with Blackford. Ian Gotts responded by stating that it was not permitted to build beyond the Ruthven Water in Blackford and the integrity of the two settlements would be respected. 

A question was asked regarding the 'affordable housing' element in this development but Ian Gotts responded by confirming that GWest had been in possession of an outline consent prior to the introduction of this policy by PKC and that, therefore, there was no provision for affordable housing.

4. Trinity Gask Wind Turbine

Jamie Roberts of Trinity Gask Estate addressed the meeting regarding the proposal to erect a single wind turbine on the Gask Ridge, indicating that the feed-in tariffs and other incentives allowed individuals to pursue renewable energy projects of this type, and help to fund improvements to the estate infrastructure.

An explanatory leaflet had been produced and circulated to support the information that is to be found on their website. The aim of the current discussions is to find the best possible location and turbine to harvest the wind in this area without impacting on local residents or the amenity of the location. Ongoing survey work is being carried out to select the most suitable site and an application will be lodged for a mast to measure the wind yield, and this will probably be in place for about 1 year.

There will only be 1 turbine on the site as it is not capable of containing any more than this while meeting the guidelines on landscape, visual impact, noise, etc. The grid connection will be installed underground to a nearby power line.

Questions were asked about the proposed access route to the site, the tree screening that lies on land owned by another person, local residents' meetings to provide updates and the proximity to residential properties.

At this stage it is thought that the access route would be from the A9 at the west end of the Windyedge Straight. It was thought very unlikely that the 500 acres of trees that provided screening of the site would be clear-felled as the Forestry Commission does not permit such a drastic removal of trees from any location, especially when they are mixed ages and species. Meetings will be held to inform local residents of ongoing matters relating to the proposed development and the proximity to local dwellings will always be considered and has already resulted in a smaller turbine than was originally proposed and at a lower location that was originally selected.

5. Minutes of the meeting of 26th May 2011

Subject to small amendments indicating that Mr. Jamie Roberts is of 'Trinity Gask Estate' and not 'Gask Estate', the inclusion of the word 'Impact' and the Burnfoot Wind Farm meeting taking place in 'Tillycoultry' and not 'Blackford', these were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

6. Matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting of 31st March 2011.

(a) ALRA Aytoun Hall Update – David Homewood

It was gratifying for the ALRA Management Committee that the Gala Dinner with the Drifters’ floorshow was such an outstanding success.  It was important for us to prove that such an evening could be managed in the refurbished Aytoun Hall.  Those who bought a ticket certainly got good value during an unforgettable evening.  An email was received a couple of days after the event from the Drifters’ agent; it seems that they enjoyed “the ‘skirts’ and the Lang Toon hospitality” so much that they would be happy to return.  

Thank you to those who came to the ALRA’s AGM on 15 June.  It is always good to have support from the community.  This year, Betty Murchie stood down from the Management Committee as the Association’s Clubs and Organisations Liaison member after 5 years of solid commitment.  I am grateful for the enormous amount of hard work that Betty has put into the Aytoun Hall refurbishment project and in overseeing the organisation of many ALRA fundraising events.  Richard McKenzie has also stepped down.   Richard has quietly worked away in the backgound undertaking historical research that will hopefully be visible in the Council Chambers sometime in August.   Both Betty’s and Richard’s contributions were of tremendous value.  Their departure means that the ALRA Management Committee now comprises eight full members, one co-opted member and one ex-officio member.  We could really do with some more public-spirited volunteers to come forward to join the Management Committee.  If you think you can contribute, please contact me (telephone 663049).

Throughout the summer the ALRA will be continuing to improve the facilities in the Aytoun Hall complex in a number of ways.  Operating experience is invaluable and we will continue to make adjustments, listen to users’ suggestions and to work with the building’s operator and owner through the medium of an Aytoun Hall Liaison Group.  There is still a lot of work to be done throughout the Aytoun Hall complex before the Management Committee can be fully satisfied with the end result.

Lastly, I would like to remind everyone that the minutes of the ALRA’s meetings may be found in hard copy in the Auchterarder Library or on the ‘auchterarderonline’ website once they have been agreed as a true record by the Management Committee.

(b) Parking Working Group Update – David Homewood

The Parking Working Group has not met since February, but investigations into land ownership and contact with known land-owners has been taking place within PKC.  We still await the outcome of this work and Jillian Robinson of the Roads Department has been overseeing these investigations by the Estates Department.

It is anticipated that a parking survey will take place over a Friday and Saturday sometime during the summer.  The results of the survey will be of interest to all parties involved in attempting to find a solution to the parking problem in Auchterarder.

Cllr Gaunt has discussed the parking problem with the Head of Development Planning, but the planners do not regard parking as first and foremost a planning issue as it will be dictated by the Roads Department and road safety, but will support whatever solution is deemed to be acceptable.  It appears therefore to the lay-person that insufficient parking spaces in the centre of the town is not considered to be an infrastructure problem by the planners.  This is against the view of many small business owners in the town who consider that a lack of off-road parking is prohibiting economic growth – and that drives at the heart of ‘development planning’.

(c)Planning/Environmental Matters

Pairney Farm Wind Turbine – This has been erected without planning consent.

Cala Homes, Abbey Road – An exhibition had been held yesterday, revealing the size and nature of the proposed houses. The Chairman had raised the question of available sewerage connections but Cala Homes had not been concerned regarding this matter although they stated that they would look into the matter. David Homewood indicated that the concerns of Abbey Park residents appeared to have been heard, however the developers did not appear to have considered the MIR Report and how to rationalise matters with the Northern Edge developers.

TAYplan – The Chairman reported that paper copies and online summaries were now available for scrutiny. It was also stated that TAYplan is not site specific and that the Local Development Plans, to be produced by PKC, would get down to the fine detail in future. The members of the Community Council had been supplied with a copy of the Briefing Notes prepared by David Homewood and asked if these were acceptable. These were agreed unanimously as they accept the proposals, priorities and amendments that have been brought forward during the consultation process, especially the indication that the relevant bodies will work to 'Enhance Gleneagles Station' although the priority will have to change from 'medium' to 'high' if anything is to be done before the Ryder Cup 2014.

(d) Pharmacy Appeal

The Chairman reported that he received notification that the National Appeals Committee would meet on the 26th July 2011 at a hotel in Blackford to consider the appeal for a second pharmacy in Auchterarder.

7. District Matters

(a) Aberuthven 

Charles Fitches was not present to report.

(b) Findo and Trinity Gask – Jimmy James

The wind turbine issue has united the two communities considerably and it is to be hoped that future relations will be beneficial to all.

The Community Association is now fully operational with office-bearers, bank account, etc. This Association has decided to stand apart from the wind turbine objectors in order to be able to listen carefully to both sides of the arguments. The Gask Ridge Turbine Objectors Group will present reports to the Community Association, as will those representing the developer.

(c) Glendevon – Michael Allsop

The existing Burnfoot Wind Farm is now offering £4,000 a year, index-linked for the 25 year life of the turbines, for Glendevon providing that this sum can be ring-fenced in a community trust for the use of Glendevon specifically. An approach will now be made to the Auchterarder & District Community Trust to secure such an agreement.

The proposed Burnfoot Wind Farm documents indicate that the largest amounts of community funding are to go to communities that are not affected by the development and a radical change to this is necessary to ensure that Glendevon does not lose out in the future. This document has been prepared by the Scottish Foundation Charity but EDF Energy has indicated that this is wrong and that it should be addressed as soon as possible. 

7. Ward 7 Councillors

Cllr. Ann Gaunt reported that traffic calming proposals are to be prepared for the area around the Golf Driving Range and Caledonian Crescent.

Cllr. Murray Lyle indicated that the wind turbine at Pairney Farm had been erected without planning permission after a planning application had been refused. This will be the subject of an Appeal if the developer chooses to pursue this route.

8. AOCB

(a) Michael Benton drew the meeting's attention to the PKC news and the fact that local residents were dismayed that Auchterarder was not even mentioned in it.

(b) Western Road – the pavement between the cemetery and the A9 required attention due to the fallen branches and other debris along this section. This is being dealt with.

(c) The Chairman had received a copy of the PKC Golden Grapevine, a publication relating to the ageing population in PKC and raising issue about where these people will live in future and how they will be supported. There will be updates in the future.

(d) Carbon Capture & Storage Demonstration – National Grid is carrying out these information days.

(e) Peter Carrington-Calvert thanked the public for swelling the ranks of the meeting and hoped that this would continue in the future.

(f) David Homewood asked that thanks be expressed to the Lang Toon in June Committee and the Bloom Committee for all their hard work in the recent past and the difference that these organisation make to the town.

(g) Drummond Faichney asked if anything could be done about the tree at the Rossie Place/Glenburn Road junction that reduced the visibility for drivers along this section. Cllr. Ann Gaunt indicated that she would speak to the relevant PKC officers.

(h) Marjory Ross asked about the trees in the Public Park and when they were going to be dealt with following the recent storm. Cllr. Gaunt will liaise with the Tree Officer.

(i) Peter Carrington-Calvert reported on the demise of the Strathallan News and hoped the slack would be taken up by the Strathearn Herald to report matters in this area.

(j) It was reported that the pavement in Orchil Road needs cleaning but this is the same for many such areas and will be dealt with in due course.

(k) It was reported that a large pothole had emerged at the junction of Glenorchil View and Tullibardine Road. This will be passed to the Roads Dept. for attention.

8. Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 29th September 2011 at 7pm in the Council Chamber, Aytoun Hall.

