MINUTES OF AUCHTERARDER & DISTRICT COMMUNITY 

HEALTH GROUP MEETING

13th September 2011

Minutes of the meeting 19th July 2011 were accepted as an accurate record.

Matters Arising

Exercise Classes – Dr. McLeay reported that these are both running again. It was pointed out by a member of the group that it is possible for GPs to refer to the Aqua Classes at Perth Swimming Pool.

Flu Vaccines – Dr. McLeay circulated an information sheet describing the composition of the 2011/2012 vaccine which contains the same components as for 2010/2011.  He pointed out that the requirement is still for yearly immunisations as immunity drops with time.  He also highlighted information that he had been sent by the BMA noting that those who are in the “at risk” categories are five times more likely to die if they get influenza than if they do not.  All eligible groups will be contacted regarding their immunisation.

St. Margaret’s Health Centre

Health Education Room in the Practice – This is currently on hold due to building works – see below.

Building Works – Three of the consulting rooms are to be renovated in the week beginning 19th September. This work is likely to last 4 weeks.

Changes to Appointment System – The partners and senior management staff have been looking at the appointment system within the Health Centre.  This is because the Open Surgery has become difficult to manage with the number of patients booking in each day and the number of doctors available.  The possibility of other types of appointment system are being looked at e.g. increase in the number of “on the day” slots with individual doctors and increase in the number of telephone appointments.  Whatever system is considered, the number of appointments will be the same but it will allow for more continuity of care for patients.  A member of the group asked what “on the day” appointments would be for and it is expected that these would be for urgent or emergency problems.
St. Margaret’s Hospital

The Friends of St. Margaret’s coffee morning was a great success although there was a clash with the Church of Scotland Guild coffee morning.  Questions were raised as to whether there could be better coordination of coffee mornings within the town as there is a coffee morning in the Aytoun Hall most weeks.  Various suggestions were talked about including recording a timetable of coffee mornings on a website or perhaps using the notice board at the Aytoun Hall or having a register at the Aytoun Hall.  Dr. McLeay will approach Karen McRostie regarding the possibility of this going on the Langtoontimes website.

Community Pharmacy

Lloyds have lodged a legal challenge to the decision to grant Davidson’s a licence.  It is thought that this is going to be heard in January.  It was noted by the group that a new therapy and health food shop is about to open on the High Street.

Hearing Aid Provision

Dr. McLeay has written to the Audiology department.

Proposal to allow secondary care to view the GP prescribing information

Dr. McLeay circulated a consultation received from Scottish Government about a proposal to allow secondary / hospital based care to view GP prescribing information currently held in a patient’s GP computer record.  This is already available to the Out of Hours Service as part of the Emergency Care Summary (ECS).  This would allow the medicines that a patient is taking (according to their GP notes) to be matched up at the time of outpatient clinics or on admission.  The members of the group present agreed that it would seem reasonable to have access to this information to allow doctors in the hospital to have an accurate record of a patient’s current medication. However, they were clear that safe and secure access to this information would be really important.  Dr McLeay would feedback on the consultation.
Issues in the press

The First Responder Scheme now has 5 volunteers and is in the early development stage.  There is a possibility that it will be up and running in the next month or two.

AOCB

Ultrasound Service – Positive feedback has been received about the value of this service for the patients of the Health Centre.

Occupational Therapy Department in Crieff – Feedback has been received regarding the excellent service provided at Crieff.

Date of the next meeting – Tuesday, 15th November at 7.30pm

