MINUTES OF AUCHTERARDER & DISTRICT HEALTH GROUP MEETING

17/2/11

Minutes of the meeting 26th October 2010 were accepted as accurate.

St. Margaret’s Health Centre

Flu immunisation programme 2010-2011. The practice has achieved the target of 75% of over 65 year olds receiving the flu vaccination.  We had sufficient vaccines for immunisation although we did have to order extra and were down to our last 20 at one stage.  Many letters have been sent out reminding people to be immunised.  Patients with “real flu” have been seen locally.  Spotter practices (these are practices who do extra testing for public health) have identified patients with swine flu in Scotland.

Health Education Room in the practice – the equipment has now arrived for this room and any members of the group who are interested in helping set it up should contact Carol Duncan.

It was noted by the group that Martha Marnoch retired at the end of the December and the group requested that a letter be sent on behalf of the group.

Dr. McLeay noted that Dr. Rachel Crawford, a doctor who has been with us for 6 months, finished her attachment at the end of January but will be returning to the practice in 2013.  There is a 5th year medical student attached to the practice for the next two months.

The Community Car Service – there is a significant shortage of drivers to provide this service for patients wishing to attend the Health Centre or to attend nearby hospitals.  There are currently only two drivers available throughout the week and one driver available two days per week.  For the service to be maintained another two or three drivers are required.  This service requires volunteer drivers who receive a payment for their petrol.  Anyone who is interested in the service should contact Donald Duff on 662798.  Dr. McLeay agreed that he would write an article for the Strathallan News.

There have been ongoing problems with a leaky roof in the waiting room and there is still ongoing discussion with the builders and contractors about the plaster work in the consulting rooms.

St. Margaret’s Hospital

Positive feedback had been given to a member of the group about the care given at St. Margaret’s Hospital.

Community Pharmacy

The meeting of the NHS Tayside committee that decides on pharmacy provision will be meeting in the first week of March.

AOCB

Audiology Clinic at St. Margaret’s Hospital.  It was noted that this clinic is for hearing tests and initial mould fitting for hearing aids but does not deal with hearing aid repairs.  Patients who require a hearing aid repair have to attend the clinic in Perth.

First Response. This has been mentioned in the health group minutes previously and an article has recently appeared in the Strathallan News.  Eight volunteers are really required for this to be viable in the Auchterarder area.  6 people have put their names forward.  If this service is to be provided in the local area, then further volunteers are required.  Some courses are coming up soon for those who are interested. 
Dental Treatment and Osteoporosis Treatment. A member of the group highlighted an issue they had had when attending their dentist for treatment.  The dentist had asked if they were on any specific treatments for osteoporosis such as Alendronate or Risedronate.  Recent research has suggested that treatments such as Alendronate or Risedronate for treating osteoporosis have been associated with a very rare condition of the jaw which can be made worse by dental treatment.  This is particularly true of patients who are receiving these medications as part of treatment for cancer.  For this reason, patients who are to be started on these drugs should have a full dental assessment first.  Patients should raise this with their GP or dentist if they are concerned.  More information can be found at:
http://www.askyourdentist.com/dental-topics/bisphosphonates-and-tooth-extractions.html
Dates of the meetings for the rest of the year:
Tuesday 12th April 2011

Tuesday 31st May 2011

Tuesday 19th July 2011

Tuesday 13th September 2011

Tuesday 15th November 2011

Tuesday 17th January 2012

All at St Margaret’s Hospital 7.30pm

