AUCHTERARDER & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTE OF THE MEETING OF 30th SEPTEMBER 2010

Members attending: David Homewood, Charles Fitches, Drummond Faichney, Peter Carrington-Calvert, Chris McCrosson, Michael Allsop, Councillor Murray Lyle, Councillor Ann Gaunt and members of the public.

1. Apologies

Apologies for absence had been received from Michael Benton, Marjory Ross, Jimmy James and Councillor Tom Gray.

2. Local Police Report

Constable Jason Salisbury reported that, since the last meeting, there had only been one incident of Youths Causing Annoyance. In the last month 1 vehicle had been stolen and a person traced and charged. Valiant Checks had continued and speeding tickets had been issued to a number of local drivers. At this time of year thefts are on the increase due to the longer periods of darkness and Constable Salisbury urged everyone to be more vigilant about property security. Recent thefts included a quantity of copper cable, an attempted housebreaking, the loss of a JCB bucket and 900 litres of domestic heating oil. There had also been 2 vandalisms to vehicles.

In Aberuthven a couple of youths, responsible for throwing paint around the interior of a RedRow house, had been traced. In order to address some of the youth issues a Street Sports event had been run and over 20 young people attended.

3. Minutes of the meeting of 30th September 2010

These were agreed and signed by the Vice-Chairman.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting of 24th June 2010.

(a) Davidsons Chemists

Michael Benton had received some comments regarding the lack of publicity about the presence of a representative of Davidsons Chemists at the last meeting and had dealt with these personally.

(b) Street Live Project

Jacqueline Walsh provided the following written report:-

Partners involved in Streetlive (YMCA, PKC & Auchterarder Parish Church) met on Monday 25th October to review the project and look at where we go from here.

At present, we are not in a position to progress the bus project in the immediate future. YMCA will look at options for progressing this at a later date.

Partners will continue to do street work from Thursday 4th November, hopefully taking a generator, portable lighting and hot chocolate – setting all this up at the skate bowl from 7pm to 9pm from 4th November to 9th December. This will be publicised at a school assembly next week so the young people know we'll be there. We will invite some interested volunteers, who have been disclosure checked as part of the project, to attend with us.

We will keep the Community Council informed of progress on a regular basis.

Progress will be reviewed again mid December.

From January 2011 we will meet on Thursday nights at the Community Church Centre with activities set up there, and also using that time to help the young people to take an active role in the planning and fundraising for permanent lighting at the skate bowl, and extending the skate area itself. 

(c) Parking Working Group update

A comprehensive response to the PWG Options Paper has been received from PKC’s Roads Services Manager.  The response is not necessarily negative, but realistic and helps set the agenda for future discussions. Further investigations will have to be undertaken on some of the options put forward in respect of costs and land ownership.

A copy of the response together with a letter of acknowledgement from the PWG is available to community councillors to keep them informed and up to date.  For the time being and until discussions with Council officers have taken place, the content of the Options Paper and the Council’s response should remain ‘in house’ with Community Councillors.  Local politicians (MP, MSPs and Ward 7 Councillors) will be kept informed.

A meeting has been convened of the PWG for 29th October to discuss the stance the group should take in future consultations with the Council.  Cllr Gaunt has kindly agreed to provide advice at the meeting.

It is evident that there is very little money available to immediately expand off road parking in Auchterarder.  Nevertheless, as part of the town’s infrastructure, there is a case for developer contributions to be put aside to put right the shortfall in parking before further housing beyond the Auchterarder Framework Development is permitted.  The Perth & Kinross MIR provides an opportunity to press for a parking development plan to facilitate Auchterarder to carry out its role as a Tier 3 service centre in Strathearn.

In the meantime, it is hoped that the PWG Options Paper and the recent consultation with the town’s small business community has staved off any intention to impose parking charges and time restrictions in the immediate future.

It is also hoped that a spin-off of the PWG will be formalising a Business Association in the town.  This would greatly assist the ADCC and PKC in providing an acknowledge point of contact in the business community for consultation.


(d) ALRA Aytoun Hall update

Project progress is as follows:

· All work involving structure and roofing has been completed.

· Windows have been refurbished and refitted.

· All partitions in the interior of the building have been built.

· All plasterboard ceilings have been fitted. 

· Plastering in the new stairwell has been completed.

· The Homer relief has been restored and placed in its designated area.  It will remain covered for protection until the building is reopened.

· All joinery work has been completed, which includes facings and coverings.

· Ironmongery fixtures have been fitted (door handles, kickboards, etc.).

· The current major task is fitting the vinyl floors in the designated areas.  That will be followed by the installation of WCs and sinks.

· The lift, procured from Italy, is due to arrive during the 2nd week of November (there was a 26-week lead time).  It is anticipated that it will take 2 weeks to install. 

The ALRA Management Committee considers that the physical refurbishment of the Aytoun Hall complex is progressing well and to plan.  The installation of the lift is the last major infrastructure task and fingers are crossed that it will be installed without problem or delay.  With that task put to bed, the building will undergo redecoration throughout prior to Mansell Construction handing the site back to the Project Management staff.  It is estimated that this should happen during the first week of December.  Until this has taken place and occupancy certification has been received, the public will not be allowed into the building.  Nevertheless, it is the ALRA’s intention that some orientation tours be arranged prior to Christmas if at all possible.  If all goes to plan, the Churches Together Carol Concert will be held in the Aytoun Hall on Sunday, 12th December as a ‘proving’ event during the work-up to the building’s reopening for business.

Perth & Kinross Council has recently issued a Press Release regarding bookings for the Aytoun Hall in 2011.  Part of it is replicated below: 

Bookings for use of the Aytoun Hall from early next year can now be made.  With the refurbishment project largely on schedule, principal works on the building are due for conclusion by the end of 2010. All being well, on this basis the Aytoun Hall will re-open to the public on Wednesday 5th January 2011.

Bookings are now being taken for use of the Hall from that date onwards and can be made by telephone on 01764 661334 or in person at the Community School of Auchterarder using the existing system operated by Live Active Leisure at the following times: Mondays to Thursdays, 4pm to 10pm; Fridays, 4pm to 9pm, and from 10am to 2pm at weekends.

Enquiries about bookings can also be made by calling Live Active Leisure during normal office hours on 01738 492440.

Details of charges for hiring the facilities at the Aytoun Hall are available from the Community School of Auchterarder. The booking system and tariff of charges will apply until 31 March 2011 and may be subject to further review at that time.

As a result of the refurbishment project, some new facilities will become available for use at the Hall, including the commercial kitchen and modernised sound and light systems. Consideration is being given to what charges will be applied for use of these facilities and to any training necessary for operating specialised equipment. Further information will be made available on these arrangements as soon as they are finalised.

(e) Planning/Environmental issues

Main Issues Report

PKC’s Main Issues Report (MIR) has now been issued.  The period of consultation ends on 14th January.

PKC’s MIR follows on from and complies with (in the main) the TAYplan MIR.

There are three ways to comment on the contents:

· Through the online Local Development Plan: www.pkc.gov.uk/MainIssuesReport.

· By email to: DevelopmentPlan@pkc.gov.uk.

· In writing to: Local Development Plan Team, Perth & Kinross Council, Pullar House, 35 Kinnoull Street, Perth, PH1 5GD.

There is to be an information event at the Community School of Auchterarder on Saturday, 13th November between 10am and 4pm for the community to learn what the impact of the MIR is likely to be on them.

The ADCC should encourage as many people as possible in the district, that are dependant upon Auchterarder, to comment on the MIR.  To this end, notices about the information event and leaflets have been obtained.

There are five main issues in the MIR that are addressed with proposals to set policy for the development of a Local Plan for Perth & Kinross:

· Housing.

· Economic Development

· Green Infrastructure (the countryside).

· Climate Change.

· Infrastructure.

After proposals have been ratified as policy, there will be no opportunity for the public to comment further.  So now is the time to comment.

The Spatial Strategy means how space is to be used for future developments (e.g., key infrastructure, housing, business, tourism, retailing, economic enterprise, etc.).  Spatial Strategy covers a period of 14 years from 2010 to 2024, but will be reviewed periodically (every 5 years) in the Perth & Kinross Local Plan, which will become the Council’s statutory corporate document that guides future development and use of land.

The MIR identifies Auchterarder as a Tier 3 existing local service centre in Strathearn.  The other large centre in the Strath is Crieff, which is designated Tier 2 (a ‘regional’ service centre).

The part of the MIR that covers the Strathearn Area is contained in Chapter 5.5 on pages 125 to 135 of the document.  The housing land requirement is estimated at 1,960 units.  Land for 1,310 units has already been identified.  Land for a further 200 is anticipated from sites already occupied or from change of land use (windfall sites).  Additional land for 450 units is required to be pinpointed.

Within the Strathearn area over 60% of the effective housing land supply is located within Auchterarder.  This is more than adequate to meet demand in the Auchterarder area beyond 2024.  The MIR does not consider placing any of the additional housing land requirements within Auchterarder. The 800 houses planned in the Auchterarder Framework Development and the houses planned in the Gleneagles/G West area are considered to make further increases in the volume of housing uneconomically viable to a developer owing to pressure on the school estate, the road network and infrastructure in general (lack of off road parking).  Developer contributions would have to pay for infrastructure upgrades.

Crieff will carry the brunt of the housing land supply requirement.  However, other areas have been identified as Landward Area Settlements that could offer housing land supply.  The following would affect Auchterarder as a Tier 3 service town:

Aberuthven (North of Main Street) (Map 40 page 129) – 40 houses.

Blackford (East of Waulkmill Drive) (Map 41 page 130) – 50 houses.

Gleneagles (South West of Caledonian Crescent) (Map 43 page 131) – 15 houses.

Gleneagles (East of Airlie Court) (Map 43 page 131) – 5 houses.

Dunning (Map 16 on Page 91) – 50 houses.

Many residents in these areas rely on services provided in Auchterarder.  Consequently, the town’s infrastructure could be further stretched by an increased dependency from 160 new houses, if all are built, on the land identified.    The preferred option in the MIR is to identify housing land supply in Crieff for a further 380 houses and the remaining 70 from Landward Area Settlements.  The ADCC should not support this option without an assurance that planning conditions are applied to development/planning applications that ensure that infrastructure capability is paid for by the developer.

The Auchterarder Development Framework identified a site of 4 ha at the east end of the expansion area for employment land (Map 44 on page 132).  Owing to visual impact and topography an alternative option has been proposed.  A larger area of 6ha has been identified between Garth Terrace and the Sewage Works, which has a larger developable area, less visual impact, can be delivered earlier and generally is more suitable for employment use.  The original Development Framework employment site could be earmarked for future additional housing land supply.  As there is unlikely to be a demand for additional housing before 2024, the land could be reserved for future allocation in a subsequent Local Development Plan.  Unless residents of Ruthven Park, Garth Terrace and Strand Court lobby the ADCC with valid objections, there is no reason to oppose the proposed change of land use.  However, on behalf of the business community, the ADCC should consider objecting to the employment land being used to site a supermarket on the edge of the town.

The MIR addresses Retail Development on page 134 and considers the potential for a food store (supermarket) in or around Auchterarder.

In summary, whilst the MIR acknowledges that Auchterarder has already contributed significantly to the provision of housing and employment land in Strathearn, there is a danger of Landward Area Settlements adding to existing infrastructure pressures in the town.

Speed Limits

Peter Carrington Calvert reported that the Traffic Orders were being progressed through PKC and that there was nothing else for the Community Council to do at this stage. Once the precise locations had been agreed there would be the need for some discussion.

(f) Chris McCrosson

CS of A Head Boy/Girl attending.

Barbara Boyd, Head Teacher, introduced the head boy and girl to the meeting and indicated that one of them would try to attend future meetings of the Community Council to hear concerns and raise any issues. Sarah Boyd said that she was looking forward to engaging with the CC. Hamish said that he was keen to participate.

The one issue that has been of concern is that of dog fouling on the playing field areas. This was once thought to form part of a 'right of way' that prevented the CS of A from taking any action. PKC has now confirmed that there is NO 'right of way' across this area and in January there will be signs erected prohibiting dogs (with the exception of Guide Dogs) from entering these areas. This may provoke some local comment and the CC was grateful for prior warning of this action. The Vice-Chairman urged them to report every incident of dog fouling to the Dog Wardens but was informed that this had been done in the past with, initially, good results. However, it was not always possible to report activities that took place out-with school hours and in the darkness.

Community Improvement Award

More work is required on this matter before it is brought before the Community Council.

5. District Matters

Aberuthven – Charles Fitches reported as follows:-

Still no action on speed warning signs.

RedRow has completed the last house in the development but still has 9 to sell. In future there will only be a sales team present on the site. The ground work for the Play Area is about to commence and a contract for the supply of the play equipment has been issued.

The Village Hall work is progressing and there are now regular (Tuesday & Thursday) evening activities that include martial arts and line dancing. The new committee is starting to raise funds and has a coffee morning on 30th October. It has been indicated that they might be in-line for some grant assistance and an architect is preparing a proposal for the improvements.

Findo and Trinity Gask – Nothing to report.

Glendevon – Michael Allsop reported as follows:-

The bridge repairs are proceeding but no time scale for completion are known.

There has been nothing reported to him regarding the proposed speed limits for Glendevon Village.

6. Correspondence

Michael Benton had written to Mr. Taylor regarding the Kincardine Castle Estate Forestry Plan and scoping exercise.

7. Ward 7 Councillors

Cllr. Ann Gaunt reported that PKC was holding a Special Council Meeting to look at the implications of the likely reduction in the Council's funding from the Scottish Government and to consider any job losses. While there are no precise figures for the budget, this process is very necessary to allow adequate time to look at a range of cost saving options. With regard to job losses it is hoped to be able to achieve these on a voluntary basis.

Cllr. Murray Lyle indicated that everyone was concerned about the future funding issues and the job losses and that addressing these issues now would allow plenty of time for consultation with Unison and the other Unions.

The Vice-Chairman asked a question about PKC’s review of ‘Service Needs and Property Issues’, which seemed to indicate that the central access point for customer contact in Auchterarder would be the Library.  He wondered whether this would affect the refurbished Aytoun Hall and the delivery of PKC services from it.  Cllrs. Gaunt and Lyle responded by saying that it was only libraries in the IIL (Investment In Learning) Schools that were being proposed as primary points for customers and Auchterarder did not fall into this category.

9. AOCB

Michael Allsop asked about the Minutes of the CC that used to be found on the Auchterarder website and indicated that he had not received any Minutes or Agendas since June. The Vice-Chairman indicated that the website had been changed but he would ensure that future communications were provided.

Henry Ainslie of the Strathallan News reported that 50 copies of the Strathallan News would now be made available in the Co-op. This will ensure that those who do not get a copy delivered can pick one up there.

9. Date of next meeting

Thursday 25th November 2010 at 7pm in the Board Room of the Community School of Auchterarder

